
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THE BIG PRIZE… 
 A few weeks ago a lady by the name of Mavis Wancyk won the largest sin-
gle jackpot ever in the United States. Wancyk, who lives and works in Massachu-
setts, won $758 million in the power ball lottery. When asked what she planned to 
do after winning the top prize, Wancyk said that she wasn’t going to work in the 
morning but planned to retire early! That’s something you can certainly do with 

$758 million even after taxes are taken out. 
 It is always obvious to me whenever I go into a local stationary store here in the parish just how many 
are hoping for the “big prize” because the line is always held up with people getting tickets or cashing them in!  
Well, there’s a saying: “You have to be in it to win it.” That reminds me of a story about a man named Jack 
who was not doing very well financially. He had lost his job and really needed money, so he prayed to the Lord 
and said, “Dear God, I’ve lost my job and my security. Please let me win the lottery tonight so I can get back 
on my feet!” Well when the winning numbers come up, Jack did not have them and he complained bitterly to 
God about it. The Lord responded this way: “Jack-at least meet me halfway-buy a lottery ticket!”  
 As Catholics, what is our big prize? Is it not heaven? What is heaven? The Catechism defines it this 
way: “Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, defini-
tive happiness.” (Catechism #1024) The happiness of heaven even surpasses winning $758 million as unbe-
lievable as that might sound to us! 
 All of us Catholic Christians are “in it”-this being the contest for heaven by virtue of our baptism. 
How can we “win it?” By having strong faith, participating in the sacraments-especially Holy Communion 
and Penance and by living a good moral life. Then we shouldn’t have anything to worry about. But actually 
what I just described could be considered a “tall order” for some people. Why? Because they have lost the faith 
and are practical Atheists.  
 Consider the case of a fairly young man I met outside the rectory a few nights ago when I was taking a 
walk. The man was riding a bicycle in the middle of Clawson Street. When he spied my Roman collar, he came 
over to speak with me. After a few minutes of introductions, he came out with it. “Father,” he said, “You 
know, I’m Catholic and I used to be a prayer warrior, but I’ve given that all up-I really consider myself almost 
an Atheist now!” 
 After some discussion, this man revealed that because of some reverses in his life, he had indeed “given 
up on God.” I told him that God had not “given up on him” and that I would pray for him. Then he rode away 
in the darkness! When bad things happen, we are tempted to give up the faith. But that is foolish. The Psalms 
tell us: “The fool has said there is no God.“ 
 Having faith makes sense. Suppose a winning lotto ticket was worth a million dollars and there were 
only two tickets left. You know one of them is the winning ticket while the other is worth nothing, and you are 
allowed to buy only one of the two tickets. Wouldn’t it be a good investment to spend a dollar on a good chance 
of winning a million? Absolutely! Well, it would be the height of folly not to “bet on God” even if we have no 
guarantee that our bet will win. Let’s put our “money” and our faith in God, knowing that He will “pay off” 
not only here but also hereafter! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome   
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