
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

LIVING SECURELY IN THE HEART OF CHRIST… 
 As I sat down a few days ago to write the article for the bulletin, news came from 
England of the horrific terrorist attack in Manchester during the Ariana Grande Concert. 
Twenty-two people, most of them young, were killed and many more were severely 
injured due again to a radical Islamic fanatic. It seems to me that we are getting 
rather used to acts of terrorism which obviously are engineered to cause fear, panic 

and to shake our confidence in our established institutions. 
 President Trump was correct in calling terrorists “Losers.” However, not one of us really 
“Wins” when terrorists strike because after such an event, most of us become just a little more inse-
cure and frightened. It seems that we can’t live the way we did before 9/11. 
 I can remember when I was assigned to a parish up in Westchester County how much I would 
enjoy driving my car onto the ferry and the pleasant ride across the bay on my way home to visit my 
parents. But since September 11, 2001, we all know that this is not possible anymore. Cars and trucks 
are not allowed on the ferries. Why? The reason is that someone could detonate a car bomb and blow 
up thousands of ferry passengers. 
 Then how about flying someplace? Before the age of terror, you could probably bring a shotgun 
onto a plane as long as it was in a case and not loaded! These days, a passenger has to take off his 
shoes, belt, jacket and undergo an entire body scan just to get into the general proximity of the gate. 
Don’t joke about carrying a gun or you might be locked up! 
 We have entered it seems, an age of insecurity. In fact security has become one of the most im-
portant concerns in our government today. We even have an “Office of Homeland Security.” It could 
be said that establishing a sense of security is at the heart of all human endeavors. Of course, we never 
achieve total security during this human journey. There are too many variables. Life is unpredictable 
and it can be said that there are no real assurances. 
 But even with that said, there is one place where we can find total peace and security despite 
problems without and within and that is in the heart of Jesus Christ. We have entered the month of 
June and the entire month is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 In one of his twelve promises of the Sacred Heart, Jesus said this to Saint Margaret Mary: “I 
will be their secure refuge during life and above all in death.” It’s interesting that the Lord used that 
word “Secure.” If we often feel insecure because of events beyond our control, why not turn to Christ 
and take shelter in His sacred heart?  
 Many years ago, during the depths of the great depression, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
made a very profound statement: “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” Fear can destroy us 
and paralyze our minds. The antidote to fear is to trust in the Lord and to have a strong faith in Him.  
 As we pray for those who have died in this latest attack, let us resolve as Catholics to pray, 
hope and not worry. May we truly live with security in the heart of Jesus Christ! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 10 


