
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

To Forgive is Divine… 
 
 A priest had to go out on a sick call and he circled a block about ten times and could not 
find any parking spaces whatsoever. Frustrated, he drove his car into a “No Parking “ zone and 

placed  a note on the windshield which read: “If I don’t park here, I will be late for my appointment-forgive us 
our trespasses!” When he returned though, he found a ticket on the car with a note that read: “If I don’t give 
you a ticket, I will lose my job-lead us not into temptation!” Well, it has been said that to err is human but to 
forgive is divine. 
 Certainly, forgiveness does not come very easily to any of us. A business executive once boasted, “I 
don’t get mad, I get even!” A very modern type philosophy! In the gospel, Peter approached Jesus one time 
and asked about forgiveness. Should he forgive someone who had offended him seven times? Actually the Jew-
ish Rabbis taught that just three times was sufficient. Peter doubled that number and added one more time for 
good measure. Bust Jesus said, “No Peter-it’s not just seven times but seventy times seven times which in re-
ality stands for an infinite number of times! 
 We might think about forgiveness today. The world of 2017 has become a rather unforgiving place and 
everyone it seems is very angry about something! All you need to do is to watch the news each night to receive 
confirmation of that! As I write these words, the “fallout” from the terrible events in Charlottesville, Virginia 
is all over the media. 
 At issue was the removal of  a statue of General Robert E. Lee who was a controversial figure in history 
no doubt. But really, it is more than that. President Trump was correct when he asserted that there was blame 
on both sides for the violence and the loss of life. What is needed now is a spirit of forgiveness and not hatred.  
 I always remember a rather large sign that hung in front of a house in West Brighton immediately af-
ter the terrible events of September 11, 2001. The sign read: “9-11- Never Forgive-Never Forget!” While the 
sentiments expressed on that sign were understandable in the light of that horrific event, a Christian, a follow-
er of Jesus must always forgive although it is not always easy to forget. 
 We must forgive because that is what Jesus Christ wants us to do. It is His example that we should fol-
low and His teaching and not that of social media! On that first Good Friday as Jesus hung form the cross, He 
uttered seven last words or statements. The first was about forgiveness: “Father, forgive them, they know not 
what they do.” After all the terrible things Jesus had to endure, He did not want to get even or to “get His 
pound of flesh.  The Lord instead was compassionate and merciful. 
 If we hate others, then we become hateful ourselves. Saint Francis of Assisi once prayed: “Lord make 
me an instrument of you peace- where there is hatred let me sow your love...for it is pardoning that we are par-
doned and in dying that we are born to eternal life.” Let us pray for our country and our world that each of us 
too might become an instrument of peace and not division and discord! 
 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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