
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

NOVEMBER 4TH, SAINT CHARLES DAY… 
 Recently, I was reading about some kids in Religion Class who had made some funny 
bloopers. Here are some of them: “In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, God got tired of cre-
ating the world, so he took the Sabbath off.” “Noah’s wife was called Joan of Ark.” “The fifth 

commandment is Humor thy Father and Mother.” “The seventh commandment is Thou Shall Not Admit 
Adultery.” “The Epistles were the wives of the apostles.” “A Christian should have only one wife-this is called 
monotony.” 
 Well. Learning all about God and religion sometimes can be difficult, and not only the children make 
mistakes, but also some of us grown ups do at times! One time a priest friend of mine asked me to preach a 
homily about Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, known as the “Lily of the Mohawks.” I was a deacon just about to be 
ordained a priest and I didn’t know much about her life. When I got up in the pulpit to give the sermon, I said  
that Saint Kateri had crossed the ocean to come here. Later on, my priest friend said to me, “Louis, I think you 
have her mixed up with Mother Cabrini-she never saw the ocean!” So we do make mistakes. 
 The other day I went to visit one of the CCD (Religious Ed) classes. I asked the children all about the 
saints and they gave me the names of a lot of them. I then asked them about our Parish Patron, Saint Charles 
and asked if they knew where he was from. One little girl answered enthusiastically, “Oh sure-Ireland wasn’t 
it?” I think she has Saint Charles mixed up with Saint Patrick! 
 In any event, Charles Borromeo came from Italy and on Saturday, November 4th we celebrate his feast 
day. Saint Charles really exemplified in his life the true spirit of Christ. Born in Milan, Italy in the year 1538, 
Charles was very pious and a religious young man. He aspired to serve the Church and incredibly, he became 
a bishop when he was in his twenties. People matured earlier in those days I suppose! 
 Charles was nominated to be the Archbishop of Milan at the young age of 22. He was a profoundly 
spiritual man. He lived at the time of the Protestant Reformation when holiness among the clergy was very 
much needed. There was a great deal of corruption in the Church. As Bishop, and later on as a Cardinal of the 
Church, Saint Charles assumed a pivotal role in assembling the Council of Trent which brought a much need-
ed reform to the Catholic Church and her clergy.  
 The saint was active in enforcing the council’s reforms and helped to write a catechism which became 
known as the “Roman Catechism.” The catechism really helped to re-emphasize the teachings of Jesus Christ 
and the Gospel. 
 But Saint Charles was not only a bishop who wrote books and attended meetings. He was what we 
might call a “hands on pastor” of his diocese. When a deadly plague and famine devastated the city of Milan in 
1575, it was Charles himself who ministered to the sick with his own hands and brought them relief and con-
solation. It was said that during this time, the saint tried to feed 60,000 to 70,000 people daily. He did not run 
away from his responsibilities, but as a true pastor stayed with his flock and tended to them. 
 Worn out because of all of his labors on behalf of the Church, Charles died at the early age of 46. He 
truly fulfilled the gospel mandate to love God first and then to go out and love our neighbor. Saint Charles al-
ways counselled priests to meditate and to pray daily, and that is something that we should all do more of. As 
we honor our Parish Patron on November 4th, may we too grow in the knowledge , love and service of the 
Lord and so become a “living sermon” for all to hear! 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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