
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

ON TEARING DOWN STATUES… 
 I did not know what to expect last week when I went to St. Patrick’s Cathedral to con-
celebrate the Columbus Day Mass.  This year with all the protests about Columbus and his 
statue, I thought there might have been some protests at the Mass or at the parade afterwards.  

But actually, there was nothing and it all went off smoothly.  Perhaps the bad weather on Columbus Day 
scared some of the protestors off!   
 Certainly, the figure of Christopher Columbus has come under a great deal of criticism lately in our 
society.  In fact, some people have argued for renaming Columbus Day “Indigenous Peoples’ Day.”  I really 
don’t think this will catch on!  There was a rhyme that every school child used to know:  “Columbus sailed the 
ocean blue in 1492.”  Maybe kids don’t know that line any more, but it’s true.  He sailed hoping to find a short 
route to India and its spices, but of course, he landed in this new world and the rest as they say is history. 
 Was Christopher Columbus a saint?  No!  He was a flawed individual, as all of us are, and he made 
some bad mistakes.  However, one mistake he did not make was to claim this new world for Christ.  Columbus 
after all, was Catholic.  His flagship, remember was the “Santa Maria” - actually “Santa Maria De La Immac-
ulada Concepcion,”  “Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception.”  The first island on which Columbus 
touched, he called “San Salvador,” “Holy Savior.”  He planted the cross there and, of course, the faith spread 
throughout this hemisphere. 
 I seems to me that those who want to tear his statue down are not only disrespectful of our American 
heritage, but also of the Christian values that until recently, were the cornerstone of our society.  Cardinal Do-
lan recently said, “I don’t like tearing down statues.  They inform our memory and our memories constantly 
need formation.  There is good in the past, there is evil in the past.  We need to be reminded of both of them, 
and statues do that.  Keep ‘em up.”  The Cardinal speaks words of common sense, but today common sense is 
not so common anymore. 
 Whenever I go to the Alba House on Victory Boulevard to say a prayer in the chapel there, I notice an 
enormous statue of St. Paul right out in front of the place.  It is very imposing.  We know from our bible histo-
ry that St. Paul was not always a saint-far from it.  In fact, he persecuted the Church of God and killed Chris-
tians.  The Acts of the Apostles tells us that Paul was complicit in the death of St. Stephen who was the first 
martyr.  He breathed “murderous threats” against the Church, that some Christians probably prayed that God 
would send him a good coronary attack! 
 How many Christians he persecuted or killed we don’t know.  But we do know that Paul turned his life 
around.  From a persecutor of the Church, he became one of its greatest missionaries.  In his Letter to Timothy, 
St. Paul wrote, “Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners of whom I myself am the worst.”  He cer-
tainly was a humble man. 
 Despite his gaps and imperfections, St. Paul achieved sanctity and is a good example for all of us in our 
lives to try to do better and be better disciples of the Lord.  Let’s not tear down Columbus, St. Paul or any oth-
er statue for that matter.  What we should really tear down in our lives is the pride and selfishness that keeps 
us from being all that we can be as Christians! 
 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
       Fr. Jerome 
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