
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS MAKE A DIFFERENCE… 
 
 During the last week of August, I was at the “Dunkin Donuts” on Victory 
Boulevard. Since it was a hot day, I purchased some Iced Coffee-Carmel flavored by 
the way and really delicious! As I was paying for the coffee at the register, there 

was a mother there with her two young children-a boy and a girl, who were in constant motion. The mom was 
warning the boy to “stop getting an attitude with me!” She then turned to me and said, “September 7th can’t 
come fast enough for me!” I replied, “Isn’t that the starting day of school?” she said, “You guessed it!” Then I 
ventured to say, “But the summer is such a wonderful season, it’s kind of sad to see it go!” Mom replied, “Not 
for me it isn’t!” Well, for some parents vacation might begin when the children go back school-others not! 
 Actually September 7th, was the day school started here at Saint Charles. During the summer, despite 
the Bible and Villamarin Camps, it is exceptionally quiet during the week without all those children coming in 
at 8AM and then filing out at 2:30 down Penn Avenue! I have to admit, I very much enjoy having a school in 
the parish; having the young people adds so much vitality and life to the Church. Thank God we have a won-
derful school at Saint Charles and that is due to the leadership of Mr. J.C. Kiernan and his dedicated staff of 
teachers and assistants. 
 I have always thought that a Catholic School makes a difference. There are several reasons for making 
that statement, but the foremost is that the values and teachings of Jesus Christ and His Gospel are instilled 
here. For example, the day begins with a prayer and ends with one. Religion is taught in all the grades. There 
is a saint and a Christian value for every month of the school year. Mass is celebrated for the kids almost every 
month and the priests are on hand to hear their confessions in all the liturgical seasons. So there is a great reli-
gious atmosphere at Saint Charles. 
 Secondly, there is a discipline and order in a Catholic school and that’s important. When we hear sto-
ries about some schools in the metropolitan area, there are so many problems related to disciplinary issues and 
rowdiness. I remember one Junior High on the North Shore that had the police there at the end of the day just 
to make sure the students stayed in line! We don’t usually worry about that in a Catholic school. The order 
and structure here insures that the children will have a positive atmosphere so they can really learn and also 
have an enjoyable experience. 
 Finally, but not least of course, our Catholic schools provide an excellent academic education. Recently, 
I was speaking with Dr. Timothy McNiff who is the Superintendent of all the schools here in the Archdiocese 
of New York. Dr. McNiff told me that on all the state tests, our Catholic school students far surpassed other 
children in their scores and that was especially evident right here on Staten Island. So that is certainly good 
news. When you ‘weigh it all up,” a Catholic School really does make a difference for our kids-both now and 
for the future! 
        Sincerely in Christ,  
        Father Jerome 
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