
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Homegrown Hero… 
 Recently, I had a chance to see an old movie: “Saving Private Ryan.” The movie star-
ring Tom Hanks, illustrates in a most vivid way, the sacrifices of those in the Armed Forces 
who stormed the beach at Normandy during the D-Day invasion in June, 1944. The opening 

scene of the movie is terribly gory, but is a realistic portrayal of the bloody deaths of so many young men who 
come off the boats on that horrific morning. 
 It’s hard for those of us of a different generation to really fathom the courage and bravery that these 
men exhibited in the face of almost certain death- from the overwhelming Nazi fire on those beaches. 
 After seeing that movie, I thought of my first pastor, a very fine priest, by the name Monsignor Philip 
P. Shannon. Monsignor Shannon was a Navy Chaplain during World War II. As  a priest, he would counsel 
the young seamen who were naturally afraid in the heat of battle. 
 His reasoning went something like this: “Look son, if you are not hit-you have nothing to worry about. 
If you are hit-you will be with the Lord, so there is nothing to worry about that way either!” Well, maybe it 
allayed some of the fear! Certainly military chaplains provided the sacraments and consolation to so many in 
the armed services more than they do now in 2017. 
 I mention this because Monday, September 4th, is the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Father Vin-
cent A. Capadanno. I think that most of us know something about Father Capadanno-hopefully more than just 
being a boulevard near Midland Beach! Father Capadanno grew up here in Staten Island. Ordained a 
Maryknoll priest in 1958, he was assigned first in Taiwan. However, he expressed a desire to become a mili-
tary chaplain and was sent to Vietnam during the war there in the 1960’s.  
 Father Capadanno had a nickname- “The Grunt Padre.” “Grunts” were young Marines, 18 or 19 
years old, who had the sweat, toughness and where-with-all to endure the most terrible conditions on the bat-
tlefields. Father Capadanno had a special ministry to these “Grunts.”  
 Fifty years ago, on September 4, 1967, Father Vincent gave his life as he attempted to confer the Last 
Rites to a wounded soldier. According to an eyewitness, Father Capadanno was wounded by shrapnel in the 
arms, hand, and legs. However, he refused medical attention. The corpsmen tried to patch him together, but he 
waved them off. He said he wanted the wounded Marines to be taken care of first. 
 Finally, in the heat of battle, the priest was mortally wounded. He received twenty seven bullet wounds 
in his neck, spine and head. Father Vincent Capadanno had made the supreme sacrifice for his  country and for 
his God.  
 In a time where there are so many bad examples in our society and in our world, I think that Father 
Capadanno is a wonderful role model for all of us. He exemplifies certain virtues that are sorely needed in our 
country today-namely true patriotism, faith and devotion to duty. The Church is studying Father Capadan-
no’s life and it is quite possible that he could be canonized someday. 
 Yes, he was an ordinary guy who lived here on the Island and attended Curtis High School. However, 
with the grace of God he became an extraordinary witness to Christ and is now called “Servant of God.“ On 
his anniversary, let us remember and thank God for his life and service!  
   
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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