
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THE STRANGER IN THE MANGER? 
 
 I was privileged to serve at a wonderful parish for seven years-St. Patrick’s in 
Yorktown Heights, New York which is in Northern Westchester. St. Patrick’s is a 
very large parish of about 5,000 families. Right out in the front of the new Church, 
they had a beautiful life size nativity set. One of the neighbors that lived near the 
Church came to Monsignor Brennan with a concern about the nativity. He said, 

“Listen, Monsignor, you need to take some security precautions for that outdoor manger… You never know, some 
drunken guy might come along and steal the Baby Jesus.”  
 Although the pastor could not believe that someone would have the nerve to do that, he decided to follow the ad-
vice. A couple of days later, the figurines were tied down with cables, a camera was set up, and a security guard hired to 
stand watch in the days before Christmas, 
 The first night it was really cold out, and so the Monsignor invited the security guard in for a cup of coffee. The 
man, not Catholic, refused the offer. But then he went on to say, “Monsignor, I think we have a problem already!” Mon-
signor Brennan, a bit concerned, said, “What could possibly be the problem?” The guard replied, “I don’t know how to 
tell you this, but the kid’s not in the box!” The pastor then went on to tell him that “the kid” as he referred to the Baby 
Jesus did not go “into the box” until Christmas Eve!  
 It sort of seems incredible that somebody would steal the Baby Jesus from the manger, but it does happen and a 
few wise men have been stolen as well! But in a way, in reference to that story, a good number of people today try to 
steal away the real meaning of Christmas by having us focus on the wrong things! 
 We have today, entered upon the Season of Advent. The word “Advent” really means coming. The next four 
weeks should be a time for us to center our thoughts on the coming of Jesus Christ on Christmas day. In the Gospel, Our 
Lord told his disciples, “Be watchful, be alert! You do not know when the time will come.” The words of Jesus are a good 
reminder for us to think a little bit more about our soul and its condition. It’s often the last thing that we think about. 
 A priest friend of mine told me that he went to the doctor recently and the doctor said, “Father, you have to lose 
at least thirty pounds.” Well this priest was relating this news to a friend who said, “Listen Al, if I were you, I’d get 
another doctor!” Well, Jesus is our divine physician and He does not want to look at our physical condition but rather 
our spiritual one! Advent, the start of a new church year, is a time for us to get a “spiritual checkup” and maybe a tune-
up! 
 Here are some suggestions for a more productive Advent. How about attending Mass during the week? We are 
blessed here at Saint Charles to have two daily Masses at 8:30 AM and 11:30 AM. Let’s make some more room for 
Christ in the “inn” of our hearts. The best way to do that is to receive His sacred presence in the Holy Eucharist. The 
Eucharist is God’s greatest gift to us on this earth and it comes without a price tag for all of us! 
 Secondly, if we can’t make it to Mass, a visit to the Blessed Sacrament is highly recommended! The Eucharist is 
exposed in our Chapel from 12-5 PM, Monday to Friday. Just knock on the door and spend time with Jesus-it is the best 
time that you will spend on this earth! 
 Finally, the Sacrament of Penance, confessions are heard here in the church every Saturday from  
11:30-12:30 and again at 5:00 PM. It has been said  that “Confession is good for the soul.” It’s a relief to shed the 
“excess baggage” of sin that can weigh us down spiritually speaking. Let’s not waste the four weeks of Advent now be-
fore us so that the Baby Jesus will not be the stranger in the manger come December 25th... 
  
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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