
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

IS GOD GREAT? 
 
  With the  cry of “Allahu Akbar” a crazed terrorist in a Home Depot truck 
mowed down and killed eight people and injured a dozen more in lower Manhattan last week. 

I think that most of us know by now that “Allahu Akbar” in Arabic means “God is Great.” How ironic that in 
the name of God such terrible things could happen. Now we know that one lone terrorist does not represent the 
whole Muslim religion. However, such attacks do make you feel uneasy, especially when no central authority 
in Islam denounces these attacks as unworthy of their faith. 
 Recently talking to an Imam at an ecumenical gathering at the Jewish Community Center, he told us 
all that the word Islam really means “peace.” Well, a religion of peace should produce of peace. Sometimes be-
lievers in God are criticized. Nonbelievers say: “Well if there is a God and you believe in Him, why do you 
continue to do evil actions? Why isn’t your behavior better?” Well, that’s an excellent point!  
 Perhaps in the case of radical Muslims, it is a product of twisted and depraved thinking, a thinking 
that needs to be renounced and repudiated. The Lord Jesus Christ in the gospel made this statement that is so 
very true: “By their fruits you shall know them.” The Lord said that in reference to the Pharisees, the religious 
leaders of the day who in the name of God and religion did some awful things. People who believe in God 
should sincerely express that belief by their conduct, the way they act. Sometimes we fail in this regard. 
 There was a dedicated Christian who had a bumper sticker on the back of his car that read: “Honk if 
you love Jesus!” At a red light one day the man behind him who was a true believer as well decided to do ex-
actly that and he honked his horn. The guy ahead then did a decidedly unchristian thing-he gave him the fin-
ger! There was kind of a “disconnect here.” 
 In the first letter of Saint John, we read these words: “God is greater than our hearts and He knows all 
things.” Yes, we Christians believe that God is great but that we are not-we need redemption and God’s grace 
in our weakness. If there is any “violence” in our Catholic faith it is directed against this troublesome thing 
that is known as “the self.” All of us are called to imitate Christ. We might ask ourselves how well we are do-
ing in that regard? 
 There was a story told about a boy who one time told his teacher in school that he did not believe in Je-
sus. The teacher asked him, “Why don’t you believe in Him?” The boy answered, “Well, it’s like this. If Jesus 
is God, then He ought to be able to make “other Jesuses.” Elephants make other elephants...monkeys make oth-
er monkeys. If Jesus is God, He ought to be able to make other little Jesuses.” The boy continued, “But I have 
never seen one! My mother neglects me and yells at me; my dad is an alcoholic and used to beat me all the 
time. I’ve never seen much kindness in my life-so I don’t believe that Jesus is God because He can’t make an-
other Jesus!” The teacher reported to the boy’s pastor what he had said. The pastor replied, “Why what a stu-
pid kid!” Was he stupid or was he right? 
 If we truly believe in Jesus Christ, we should be like Him and then our actions should conform to His 
words and teachings. Yes, God is great! Let us pray that our lives will reflect that greatness to others by what 
we say and do. 
         
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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