
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THANKS FOR EVERYTHING… 
 
 I heard a story about a lady who was visiting church one Sunday. Well, 
the sermon seemed to go on forever, and many in the congregation were dozing 
off. After the Mass, she walked up to a very sleepy-looking gentleman, extended 
her hand in greeting and said, “Hello, I’m Gladys Dunn.” And the gentleman 

replied, “You’re not the only one, Ma’am, I’m glad it’s done too!” It might take you a minute to get that one! 
In any event, all of us have something to be grateful for, even if it’s the end of the sermon! 
 This week we celebrate the Feast of Thanksgiving. It’s a day of roast turkey and stuffing, pumpkin pie, 
parades, football games and the unofficial start of the Holiday Season. Even though the merchants have tried to 
spoil Thanksgiving by opening up stores in anticipation of “Black Friday,” still it is a day that we can stop 
and appreciate for just a moment all that we have and are as Americans. And it is certainly good that we do 
this because all of us have a tendency to complain and be forgetful for all of God’s blessings to us in this life. 
 In this regard, I think of the story in the gospel of the Ten Lepers. They came to our Lord to be healed 
and they were not disappointed. Each of them was miraculously cleansed of that terrible disease and yet, only 
one of them, a Samaritan, came back to thank Jesus for what he had done for him. This grateful man threw 
himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked him profusely. And the Lord’s comment was, “Where are the other 
nine?” showed that even the Lord Himself was conscious of the rarity of gratitude! 
 Just recently, a very holy priest by the name of Father Solanus Casey was declared “Blessed” by the 
Church. Hopefully, someday he will be canonized. I don’t know if you’ve heard about Father Solanus. He was 
a very holy Capuchin priest who died back in 1957. Father Solanus was ordained a “Simplex” priest. In other 
words, he was not given the faculties to ever hear confessions or preach sermons by his order. They thought he 
was too stupid to do that because of his grades in the Seminary.  
 However, they were wrong. In his humble ministry as limited as it was, thousands of people came to 
this priest for spiritual counselling and healing. Father Solanus performed miracles. Despite that fact, he never 
contested his superiors’ decision but accepted it in humble and grateful obedience. I don’t think that many of 
us would be like that! Father Solanus once made this statement: “Gratitude is the first sign of a thinking, ra-
tional creature.”  
 Yes, all of us should think a little bit about all the blessings that the Lord has given us in this life: Our 
faith, our health (hopefully), the food that we eat, the country that we live in and all the freedoms that we en-
joy. The word “Eucharist” is a Greek word that means “Thanksgiving.” On this Thursday as we sit down to 
our dinner, may we first humbly and gratefully fold our hands in our prayer of thanks to God for all His grac-
es and blessings. Let’s not be complainers!  
 How did a poet put it? “With legs to take me where I’d go, with eyes to see the sunset’s glow, with ears 
to hear what I may know. O God forgive me when I whine, I’m blessed indeed-the world is mine! Happy 
Thanksgiving!  
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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