
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

CHURCH-NOT CHAT ROOM! 
 
 The story is told of six year old Angie and her four year old brother Joel. 
One Sunday morning, they were sitting together in the church before Mass. 
Well, Joel giggled, he sang and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had 
enough. She said to him, “Joel, you’re not supposed  to talk out loud in 

Church!” “Why? Who’s going to stop me?” Joel asked. Angie pointed to the back of the Church and said, “See 
those two men standing by the door? They’re Hushers!” Perhaps some of us priests need some “Hushers” at 
Mass to keep the level of talking and noise down! 
 In many Catholic churches today, including here at Saint Charles, there is considerable talking at 
Mass which is not good. Recently, on November 15th at his Wednesday audience in the Vatican, Pope Francis 
addressed this issue of being more quiet in church. The Pope said, “When we go to Mass, maybe we arrive five 
minutes before, and we start to chit-chat with those in front of us.” However, the Pope continued, “It is not a 
moment for chit-chat. It is a moment  for preparing ourselves for dialogue, a time for the heart to collect itself 
in order to prepare for the encounter with Jesus. So silence is important.”  
 I think that Pope Francis is right on with his analysis of the situation within the Church. We live in an 
age of noise and constant external stimulation. It is indeed hard for all of us to settle down and really focus on 
the important things that are happening at Sunday Mass. But we have to try.  
 A priest friend of mine recently told me how disconcerted he was when he came to conduct a baptism at 
a neighboring parish on Long Island. He said there was so much loud conversation when he entered the 
Church, he felt like he was at a bowling alley! Well, the Church is not a bowling alley, it is the house of God, 
and there are two important reasons why we should try to be quieter when we are in Church. 
 Number one, Jesus is there in the Tabernacle. We Catholics have in the Eucharist what is called the 
“Real Presence of Christ” in the Blessed Sacrament. The Lord is truly there-not just a symbol! So this calls for 
reverence, it calls for awe and respect. At Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome, they have an adoration chapel. Above 
the door leading to the chapel there is a sign in Latin which reads: “Silentium!” “Silence.” It is just good 
church manners and Jesus is our most important guest! 
 Secondly, a quiet church is much more conducive to prayer. Many people who come to Mass or make a 
visit to church have problems or troubles they are dealing with. They come to talk things over with God and 
not with us! It reminds me of the story of the little girl who was saying grace at a family Christmas  dinner. 
She was saying it so quietly and someone complained: “We can’t hear you!” She replied, “Well, I wasn’t talk-
ing to you!” In church we should be primarily talking to the Lord and not those all around us. 
 Now all of us, (priests included) have offended by our “chit chat” in church. Perhaps we might think of 
the words of Saint Charles Borromeo, our parish patron in this regard. Saint Charles wrote: “Avoid distrac-
tions as well as you can. Stay quiet with God. Do not spend your time in useless chatter.” Something for us 
all to think about! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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