
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

MAYBE CHRISTMAS MEANS A LITTLE MORE… 
 
 There is a story told about two little  boys who were staying at their 
grandmother’s house the week before Christmas. One boy was saying his night 
prayers and saying them rather loudly. “Dear God, he prayed, please send me 
an “Xbox”, a Lego set, Nintendo and a new bicycle!” His brother looked over 

and said, “Why are you praying so loudly? God isn’t deaf you know!” “Yeah, I know,” said the brother, “But 
grandma almost is !” 
  Then I heard about a child who wrote in response to a letter from Santa Claus: “Dear Santa, 
sorry for what I did in the past and thank you for the Christmas letter-I love it! But what I really want for 
Christmas is 53 billion dollars.” That kid knew the value of money! 
 Maybe it’s appropriate to talk about children a bit as we celebrate Christmas tomorrow. After all, 
Christmas is about a child-the Christ Child who was born in Bethlehem. Jesus Christ assumed our humanity 
so that we could become sharers in his divinity. The Christmas story is one that is so familiar to us-the Baby in 
the Manger, Mary and Joseph, the Shepherds and the Three Kings. We have heard it before and yet maybe this 
year we should reflect upon it a little bit deeply. 
 At this time of the year we are accustomed to giving gifts to each other. We do this actually in reference 
to Jesus Christ who was the greatest gift given in to this world. Perhaps there are some gifts that the new born 
Christ Child could confer upon each of us during this most joyful season. What gifts? 
 How about the gift of peace? When Christ was born, the Angels sang out, “Glory to God in the highest 
and peace to people of good will.” We all know that the modern world is very far from peace with all the terror-
ism, crime, sexual scandals and you name it. The result is so much anxiety. The new born Baby Jesus can 
bring us His peace if we allow Him to come into “the Inn” of our own hearts! He is just a prayer away! 
 Then the gift of joy. The Gospel tells us that when the Magi, the Three Kings saw the star of Bethlehem 
and the Christ Child, “they had great joy” maybe there is a lesson for all of us. If we follow the “star” that is 
Jesus Christ, He will lead us to true happiness in this life and everlasting joys in the world that is to come. Je-
sus teaches us that joy does not come from a bottle, from unlimited material things or sensual pleasures, but 
rather from doing His will and living a moral life. 
 Finally, the gift of prayer and adoration. Mary and Joseph adored the Baby Jesus and then they offered 
that gift to the shepherds and the Magi. This same special gift is offered to all of us Catholics in our churches. 
The Eucharist after all is the real presence of Jesus Christ. Every tabernacle could be considered something like 
the manger in Bethlehem where we can discover our Savior wrapped not in swaddling clothes but under the 
veil of the Blessed Sacrament. O Come let us Adore Him! 
 This Christmas can be a little different. Let’s not be so stressed out but step back a little and reflect on 
“The Reason for the Season.” As the Grinch who stole Christmas put it: “Maybe Christmas perhaps doesn’t 
come from a store maybe Christmas means  just a little bit more!” May the peace of the Christ Child be with 
you and your families on this special day. 
 
        Sincerely , 
        Father Jerome 
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