
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

NEW YEAR,  NEW YOU? 
 Happy New Years to you all! Usually at the start of a new year many 
of us make resolutions to do something to better ourselves such as giving up 
smoking or losing twenty pounds. In line with that, I heard the story recently 
of a man named John. John was at a New Year’s party and he turned to his 
friend Dave and asked for a smoke. Dave said, “Hey I thought you made a New 

Year’s resolution to give up  cigarettes!” “ Oh ,” John said with a grin, “I’m in the process of quitting. In fact, 
I’m in the middle of phase one.” “What’s phase one?” asked Dave and John replied, “I’ve quit buying them!” 
At least that was a start. 
 Then what about losing weight? I heard a lady who for the last several years had made resolutions to 
get into better shape. In 2015, it was “I will follow my new diet religiously until I get my weight below 160 
pounds.” In 2016 it was, “I will develop a realistic attitude about my weight.” In 2017, “ I will work out eve-
ry day.” This year, 2018, it’s “I will try to drive past the gym once a week!” 
 Well, I guess you get the point. It’s easy to make resolutions but not so easy to stick to them! One co-
median said, “This year I would like my troubles to last as long as my resolutions do!” If there is one resolu-
tion that we might strive to put into effect this year, it would be to grow closer to God and to deepen our faith. 
 Tomorrow, New Year’s day, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God. As the secular 
world starts the new year off with the descending ball in Time’s Square, champagne, noisemakers, parties and 
“hangovers,” the Church celebrates a little more soberly and quietly. We begin with Our Blessed Mother 
Mary and what a good person to start off with! 
 We call Mary, the Mother of God. That’s a great title! God chose this humble virgin to be the bearer of 
Jesus Christ the Son of the living God who became incarnate in her womb. This is a great mystery. The word, 
Jesus Christ became one with us because a woman of our race knelt down at the message of an angel and in the 
freedom of her heart said “Yes, be it done to me according to your word.” It is through Mary that we have Je-
sus Christ and can be in relationship to him. The Mother is very close to the Son and she wants us to be close 
to Him as well. 
 In line with that, 2018 could be the year that we give more time to the greatest prayer of all and that is 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! In the Holy Eucharist, we receive Jesus Christ himself - not just a symbol. It 
was so nice to see the Church filled last week for Christmas Masses. 
 I heard a story about a priest who met a man after Christmas Mass and pulled him aside. The priest 
told the man, “You need to join the army of the Lord!” The man replied, “Father I am in God’s army!” “Well, 
then,” the priest answered, “How come I only see you at Christmas and Easter?” The man replied, “You see, I 
am in the Secret Service!” Maybe there are many in that secret army! 
 To go to Mass on Sunday is not as difficult as giving up cigarettes or going on a diet, and it will profit 
us not only here but also in the hereafter. Let us resolve to come to Mass as often as we can! 
 The Blessed Mother Mary always directs us to her Son Jesus Christ. At Cana, Mary offered some 
words of advice that we should all follow. Referring to her Son, Mary Said, “Do whatever He tells you!” May 
we follow that advice of God’s Mother and ours as we begin this new year! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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