THE “SELFIE” CULTURE...

Recently at the Vatican, the Holy Father, Pope Francis,
discussed a topic that got my attention- “selfie” phenomena.”
The Pope had spoken to some young people at an audience and
instead of listening to him, they took “selfies.” Pope Francis said,
“I went to greet them, but only a few gave me their hand...the

majority were with their cellphones saying ‘Photo, photo, photo,

“Selfie” is a good word to describe not only a picture but

also the way many young people are in our society today and that

is very self-centered and self absorbed. We live in a generation which one writer described as the “me” genera-

tion. In other words, everything revolves around what “I” want without any reference to anybody else. In
that vein, I think that we could say that overall religion and faith are in a precipitous decline today.
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The Rainbow Flag is indicative of the new morality-"I'm ok-you're ok!” It used to be said that the
United States was a country that was guided by the Judeo-Christian ethic. This is no longer the case. For
many people today the Ten Commandments have become the “Ten Suggestions,” if they even advert to them
at all.

, the lives of millions of children
try that has not ended yet. One
he “selfie” culture. The creed of
ho believes in his own infallibil-
is culture, the Church is fine for
moral behavior.

t society says does not hate gay
ich are sinful in themselves. Of
s considered politically incorrect
stead of what pleases Almighty
ttering in front of an Episcopal

In the long run, holiness means doing what God wants us to do and not what the self dictates. In the
gospel, Our Lord Jesus spoke many times about self-denial and not much about self-fulfillment. “If anyone
wishes to come after me, he must deny himself, take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24).

The Catholic Church and her teachings are not easy to live out, but we all have to try! Sometimes
those teachings go against the grain-go against my own self will, my own lust and pride. But the
“bottom line” is not that the Church must change, but rather me, myself and 1!

Sincerely in Christ,
Father Jerome 10





