
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THE IMMACULATE ONE… 
 
 I heard recently a cute story told of a little boy by the name of Tommy.  Now Tommy’s father was lec-
turing him one day.  “Never do anything in life that you’d ever be ashamed of” Dad told him.  “Only do the 
things that you wouldn’t mind the whole world watching.”  “In that case,” Tommy smiled, “I guess I won’t 
have to take any more baths!”   
 Now I wonder, why is it in life that we grownups often do things that we are ashamed of?  Why do we 
do things that we would really mind the world watching?  Is it not because of a thing called original sin?  The 
original sin of course, was the sin of our first parents, Adam and Eve.  But of course, each and everyone of us 
is born with that sin.  Even though baptism takes away the stain of that sin, the effects of it still remain with 
all of us.  We are subject to the weakness of the flesh, to error and to illusion. 
 The late Bishop Fulton J. Sheen was invited to the national prayer breakfast shortly before his death in 
1979.  Then President Jimmy Carter was a guest at that breakfast.  Bishop Sheen began his remarks this way, 
pointing to Carter he said, “Mister President-you are a sinner!”  Well, there was a gasp in the room.  Then the 
Bishop pointed to himself and said, “And I am a sinner and we are all sinners in need of God’s great mercy.  
Yes!  From the President on down, we are all sinners! 
 However, there was one person in all of human history who was never tainted by sin and never subject 
to it- and of course this was the Blessed Virgin Mary.  This coming week on Saturday, we celebrate the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.  The word “Immaculate” means “not stained.”  Our Lady was con-
ceived without the stain of original sin.  This was part of God’s plan for her as she would have a very great 
mission in her life-she would bear within her womb the Son of the Living God.  For that special privilege, she 
had to be very, very pure, 
 The artist Whistler was once complimented that he had executed-the famous portrait “Whistler’s 
Mother.”  He responded, “Well, you know how it is-one makes one’s mother as nice as she can be!”  Well, in 
creating the Blessed Mother, God made her “as nice as she could be.”   
 The first Eve was tempted by the devil and was disobedient to God.  This is how sin entered the world.  
Mary can be considered as the “New Eve.”  She corresponded with God’s will for her; she said in the gospel, “I 
am the handmaid of the Lord, may it be done to me according to your will.”   
 The faithful obedience of Mary undid the disobedience of our first parents and defeated the devil.  And 
that is why when we see statues of Our Blessed Mother, she is portrayed as standing with her foot crushing 
the head of a serpent who represents the evil one. 
 The Feast of the Immaculate Conception calls us to imitate the fidelity and holiness of the Mother of 
God.  We who are sinners look to the sinless Mother of God to be our helper amidst the troubles and trials of 
this life.  As we celebrate her feast this week, let us look to the Blessed Mother to be our refuge and our sure 
hope in this journey of life.  May we always look to the “star” and invoke Mary! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome     
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