
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

PERSEVERE AND BE THANKFUL! 
 
 I heard a story about a young priest who was sitting in a restaurant eating lunch.  He opened a letter 
from his mother that he had just received that morning.  As he opened it, a twenty dollar bill fell out.  He 
thought, “thanks mom, I could use this right about now!”  As he finished his meal, he noticed a beggar outside 
on the sidewalk leaning against a telephone pole.  He thought, “Gee, that fella could use the $20 more than I 
can.”  So he crossed out the names on the envelope and put the $20 in and wrote across the top in large letters 
“Persevere!”  He handed the envelope to the poor man who smiled when he read the message. 
 A couple of days later the priest was eating lunch again in that same restaurant and the same man 
tapped him on the shoulder and handed him a bag of bills.  Surprised, the young priest asked him what that 
was for?  The man replied, “This is half of your winnings Father-Persevere came in first at the fourth race at 
the track the other day and paid 30 to 1!”  Well, that priest had something to be grateful for! 
 This week we celebrate the Feast of Thanksgiving.  It’s a day of roast turkey and stuffing, pumpkin pie, 
parades, football games and the unofficial start of the holiday season.  Even though the merchants have tried to 
spoil Thanksgiving by opening up stores in anticipation of “Black Friday,” still it is a day that we can still 
stop and appreciate for just a moment all that we have and are as Americans.  And it is certainly good that we 
do this because all of us have a tendency to complain and be forgetful for all of God’s blessings to us in this life. 
` In this regard, I think of the story in the gospel of the ten lepers.  They came to Our Lord to be healed 
and they were not disappointed.  Each of them was miraculously cleansed of that terrible disease and yet, only 
one of them, a Samaritan, came back to thank Jesus for what he had done for him.  This grateful man threw 
himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked him profusely.  And the Lord’s comment was, “Where are the other 
nine?”  showed that even the Lord himself was conscious of the rarity of gratitude! 
 The late Archbishop of New York Terrence Cardinal Cooke once said this: “If anyone was asked to 
name one thing that seems to have fallen out of fashion, it would be the duty of gratitude.  There is little 
enough prayer in the world today, but there is still less of gratitude.”  The Cardinal was spot on!  Gratitude is 
really the first sign of a thinking, rational creature. 
 All of us should think a little bit more about the blessings that the Lord has given us in this life: Our 
faith, our health (hopefully), the food that we eat, the country that we live in and all the freedoms that we en-
joy.  The word “Eucharist” is a Greek word that means “Thanksgiving.”   
 On this Thursday as we sit down to our dinner, may we first humbly and gratefully fold our hands in 
prayer of thanks to God for all his graces and blessings.  Let’s not be complainers!  How did a poet put it?  
“With legs to take me where I’d go, with eyes to see the sunset’s glow, with ears to hear what I may know.  O 
God forgive me when I whine, I’m blessed indeed-the world is mine! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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