
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THERE ARE GOOD PRIESTS! 
 
 In September, I had the sad duty of attending the funeral of a fairly young priest by the name of Father 
Charles Szivos.  “Father Charlie” as he was known, died way too early at the age of only fifty.  He was the Pa-
rochial Vicar at Saint Teresa’s Parish in Pelham Bay section of the Bronx.  I knew him for many years and he 
was a genuinely wonderful priest-a saint!  At the funeral mass, the pastor, Msgr. Thomas Derivan  made a 
very thoughtful and true statement.  He said, “In these days of terrible scandals within our Church, Father 
Charlie died as a faithful and good priest and there’s a lot to be said for that.” 
 Yes, there is indeed “ A lot to be said for that.”  For being a faithful priest in the current climate of our 
world is not an easy thing.  Father Charlie was on my mind when I heard the sad news that Monsignor Vin-
cent Bartley had passed away this past week at the age of 85.  Some of you at Saint Charles will remember him.  
He said Mass here many times and helped out with our school and CCD confessions whenever I asked him.  
Msgr. Bartley certainly was a good and faithful priest! 
 I first met him when he was pastor of Saint Paul’s Church on the North Shore.  With his Irish brogue 
and wonderful sense of humor, he always brightened up my day.  At Saint Paul’s Parish, Monsignor had Ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament daily-just the way we do here.  Sometimes I would come down from Sacred 
Heart just a few blocks away to say my prayers in that beautiful chapel.  I was always edified to see Msgr. 
Bartley come in, kneel down and pray in such a recollected way before the Eucharist.  It was an inspiration. 
 He did such a great deal of good work for the Church here on Staten Island, whether that was at Saint 
Paul’s, Holy child, or Our Lady Star of the Sea.  It certainly was refreshing to see the wonderful article on 
Monsignor in the Staten Island Advance on November 10th. 
 In the article, he was described as a great priest who saw Jesus Christ in each person that he met.  That 
is an extraordinary compliment and so nice to hear after all the lurid stories about the moral failings of the 
clergy in recent days. 
 Yes-there are good priests!  Priests like Father Charlie, like Monsignor Bartley.  You won’t hear about 
them too much in the media for they don’t usually make the headlines or the lead story on “News at 5.”  They 
are the tried and true priests who get up day in and day out and do their job-saying Mass, hearing confes-
sions, preparing couples for marriage, visiting the sick.  
 The priesthood is of Divine Institution.  Jesus Christ instituted it and He was perfect!  There is noth-
ing imperfect about this gift that the Lord bestowed upon his Church.  However, the Lord does not call perfect 
people to be priests.  As the Letter to the Hebrews put it, “For every high priest is taken from among men and 
offers sacrifices for them...He can deal gently with the ignorant and the erring, for he himself is beset with  
weakness.”   
 Yes, even though we priests are beset with weakness, God can use us as his instruments in the Church 
to build up His Kingdom on this earth.  This week, instead of focusing on what is negative, let us rather look 
to those priests and religious who through the years edified us and gave such a great example.  Pray for Father 
Charlie and Monsignor Bartley and pray that more good men will follow Christ in the holy priesthood. 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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