
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

ITY’S THE SEASON! 
 As I was sitting down to write this article the television was on in my room and the Rockefeller Center 
Christmas Tree was being lit-a very beautiful tree!  The famous Rockettes were kicking up their heels and the 
music playing was “It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.”  I suppose everyone gets into the swing of 
things in this season!  Yet, in reality, we are not in the Christmas Season yet!  Despite all the trappings of 
Christmas-the lights on all the houses and streets, the trees and mangers, the holiday parties and so on, the 
Church now really celebrates a different season.  We are currently in the Season of Advent. 
 The word Advent means “Coming.” the four weeks of Advent are a time for us to prepare for the cele-
bration of the birth of Christ on December 25th.  The color for Advent is purple.  The color purple usually de-
notes penance.  Yes, the four weeks of Advent were at one time in the history of the Church a penitential time, 
a bit like the Season of Lent.  The Church has revised this over time, but still the Advent season should be 
above all a time of spiritual preparation for the coming of the infant Savior. 
 But how can that happen if we are already savoring all the pleasures and joys of Christmas as if it were 
already here!  What’s the rush?  It seems as if modern society is just in one big hurry to get through things as 
fast as possible.  For instance, the week after Christmas, the Valentine’s Day cards and candy appear in the 
stores!  The church in her wisdom would have us savor and truly experience the beauty of each season as it 
comes.  Advent is not Christmas!  It is a wonderful time of anticipation however. 
 Some of the traditions of this season include the wreath with four candles, three being purple and one 
being pink.  Each Sunday as we get closer to Christmas we light one candle. 
 The “Jesse Tree” is another Advent custom.  Jesse was the father of King David and Our Lord traces 
his roots back to him from Saint Joseph.  The Jesse Tree is composed of ornaments representing different fig-
ures and events of salvation history including the apple of Adam and Eve, Noah’s Ark, the Tablets of the Com-
mandments and the Star of Bethlehem.  Last year we had a Jesse Tree put up in the vestibule of the Church.  
It’s a good way for us to call to mind the important events that led to our redemption in Christ. 
 The Advent calendar is another great way to focus on this season.  Advent calendars have little doors 
which we open.  On the inside are suggestions for things that we can do in terms of Bible reading or charitable 
works. 
 Finally, the Giving Tree. The Giving Tree consists of a regular Christmas tree set up near the sanctu-
ary.  But on this type of tree the ornaments are of the paper variety.  On each, you will find some item to pur-
chase for a poor person or maybe for some kids who need toys.  The idea of “Giving” instead of “Getting” all 
the time is something that we all need to appreciate more in our affluent society.  Here at Saint Charles, we 
don’t have a tree but a giving box near the sanctuary.  Let’ be generous to those who don’t have as much as we 
do. 
 At this particular time of the year with so much to be done like shopping, cooking, cleaning sending 
our cards and buying special gifts, let all of us slow down a bit so that when Christmas does really come, we 
will, all of us be truly ready to welcome the Newborn King! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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