
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

VISION ZERO! 
 
 The above title is what the mayor of New York labels his street safety plan in the five boroughs.  
However, as I was thinking about it this week, “Vision Zero” might better refer to a very stupid decision by 
the mayor’s wife, Chirlane McCray to exclude a famous Catholic saint from receiving a due honor.  The saint 
is Frances Xavier Cabrini, better known as “Mother Cabrini.”   
 Calls for a statue of Mother Cabrini to be erected in New York came as part of a public arts initiative 
“she built NYC.”  The aim is to increase the number of statues of women across the five boroughs of New 
York City and was spearhead by Ms. McCray.  More than 320 women were nominated but Mother Cabrini 
received the most votes out of them all-119!  Despite that fact, the mayor’s wife rejected this very popular 
saint and chose among seven others two women who were prominent in the LGBT movement. 
 It seems that the last acceptable prejudice in the United States is Anti-Catholicism.  I say that be-
cause the Church and her moral teachings is at loggerhead with the current cultural “values” if we could use 
that term.  Although Mother Cabrini will not have a statue in her honor, she certainly was an individual 
who “built New York City” by her love and devotion to the immigrants who came to these shores and for her 
love and concern for the poor, the orphaned and the abandoned. 
 Frances Cabrini whose feast we celebrate on November 13th, was born in 1850 in Lombardy, Italy, 
one of thirteen children.  Early on, she expressed a desire to be a religious sister but poor health stood in her 
way.  So she helped her parents and the family at home.  One day, a priest by the mane of Msgr. Serati asked 
Frances to teach in a girls school.  She stayed there for six years and gathered around her a group of other 
women who were devoted to God and wished to serve him. 
 Eventually, the bishop asked her to found a new religious community-the Missionary Sisters of Sa-
cred Heart who still to this day do great work and caring for poor children in schools and hospitals.  Frances 
Cabrini, like Saint Francis Xavier her namesake, had a desire to be a missionary to the Far East.  However, 
when she met with the Pope he said, “My child, not to the east-but to the west.”  So despite her childhood 
fear of the water, Frances Cabrini sailed to New York City.  She and her sisters received a rather cold recep-
tion from the Archbishop of New York Michael A. Corrigan.  He told Mother Cabrini to go home in so many 
words!  But she stood her ground and stayed right here. 
 The rest as they say is history.  The Saint founded 67 institutions dedicated to caring for the poor, the 
abandoned, the uneducated and the sick.  Cabrini Hospital which stood on 19th Street in Manhattan was 
one of the institutions she started.  There were great needs among the Italian immigrants at the time in New 
York City.  She organized schools and classes for them. 
 Although Mother Cabrini died in 1917, her legacy is still strong.  She was the first United States citi-
zen to be canonized and that is the greatest honor-much more important than having a statue on some cor-
ner in the city! But it would have been nice to have a statue of a canonized saint on the sidewalks of New 
York and apparently a majority of the public agreed on that. 
 At a time especially when there is renewed concern for immigrants coming to this country, what a 
wonderful choice this would have been.  However, Mother Cabrini unfortunately is not a politically correct 
choice in the world that is 2019 where many of our political leaders, including the mayor and his wife have 
“Vision Zero.” 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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