
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

MARY AND HER JEWISH ROOTS… 
 
 I heard described once the difference between an Italian mother and a Jewish mother.  An Italian 
mother will say to her son, “Eat this or I’ll kill you!”  the Jewish mother says to her son, “Eat this or I’ll kill 
myself!”  something of a difference there.  I was thinking about a Jewish mother recently-Mary!  Over the 
summer, I was finally able to read a book that I had bought some time ago.  The book is entitled, Jesus and 
the Jewish Roots of Mary.  The book is authored by Brant Pitre who is a professor and a scripture scholar.  
Although the book is kind of “heavy” reading I was able to finish it over the summer. 
 In the book, Mr. Pitre describes how he was raised as a Roman Catholic.  In his youth, he and his 
whole family were very devoted to the Blessed Mother.  In fact, they used to say the rosary together every 
night, the kids included even though he admitted that he and his brother were bored and distracted.  But 
eventually, as Pitre tells us, he got to like  saying the scriptural rosary before bed.  However, his devotion to 
the Blessed Mother took a “nosedive” when he met his future wife, Elizabeth. 
 She was a Protestant and they had to meet her pastor who was a fundamentalist.  Well, this 
Protestant pastor criticized the Catholics for what he called our “Worship” of the Blessed Mother.  Mr. Pitre 
was smart and well versed in his catechism, so he was able to refute that.  However, as time went by after 
his marriage, he began to fall away from his Marian devotion and stopped saying the rosary.  He began to 
believe in the false idea that Catholic devotion to Mary was “unbiblical.” 
 As a student of the scriptures though, he had a unique vantage point to make a critical discovery-
namely that one has to understand the Church teaching about Mary by looking at the Old Testament and 
not just the New; thus the title of the book The Jewish Roots of Mary.  In a very enlightening way, Mr. Pitre 
“debunks” a lot of the ideas that some evangelicals have  about Catholics and Mary. 
 For instance, as a case in point, a couple of months ago, a very nice lady came over to me at the end 
of mass and said in the course of the conversation, “Of course, Mary had other children besides Jesus…”  She 
had read or heard that somewhere!  Well I told her that was not Catholic teaching.  We describe Mary as 
“Ever Virgin.”   She had no other children but Jesus.  However, reading the New Testament you might get the 
idea that Jesus did have siblings because it is mentioned. 
 However, as Mr. Pitre explains in detail, in Semitic usage, the “Brothers” of Jesus were actually his 
cousins.  Mary had taken a vow of virginity early on and from the earliest times Christians held the belief 
that Mary remained a virgin.  Her virginity speaks powerfully about eternity and the kingdom that is to 
come. 
 Brant Pitre’s book can clear up some of the ideas or questions that we might have about Mary.  Do-
ing a little “spiritual reading” about the Blessed Mother is especially appropriate during this month of Oc-
tober as it is the month of the holy rosary.  The statue of Our Lady is in front of the altar here at Saint 
Charles in October to remind us of the devotion that we should have for her. 
 As a good Jewish mother and also a Catholic one, Mary, is very concerned for all of us-her children.  
May we honor her and invoke her intercession today as she leads us closer to her son, Jesus. 
 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
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