
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

CONGRATULATIONS BISHOP WHALEN! 

Early last Thursday morning, while I was driving up to St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers, my brother texted 
me a message that there were two new auxiliary bishops for the Archdiocese of New York.  My brother Steve 
is in charge of chaplains for the New York City Police Department so he gets the news faster than I do and 
probably knows more of the clergy in New York! 

When I called him, I guessed right away that one of the new bishops was our own Msgr. Edmund 
Whalen!  My brother said, “Yes, that was really a no brainer.”  What he meant was that Msgr. Whalen in his 
estimation and mine was the perfect candidate to be a bishop.  The other priest nominated for the post is al-
so a very fine man by the name of Msgr. Gerry Colacicco, the pastor of St. Joseph’s Parish upstate in 
Millbrook which is in Dutchess County. 

The date of the new bishop’s consecration will be on December 10th at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  Hope-
fully, St. Charles parishioners will be able to attend that special ordination.  We are thankful here in the 
parish to have had the services of Msgr. Whalen for eight years. 

He has endeared himself to many of the parishioners for his devout celebration of the Holy Mass, his 
interesting and thoughtful homilies and his pleasant and down to earth personality.  Many of the young peo-
ple , too know him as their dedicated principal at Msgr. Farrell High School. 

Now, you might ask the question, “What is an auxiliary bishop?”  Well, he assists the Cardinal in his 
running of the Archdiocese.  Because the Archdiocese of New York is so big, the Cardinal certainly needs 
helpers.  Bishop John O’Hara who lives at St. Charles also is an auxiliary to Cardinal Dolan as well.  It’s 
really a blessing to have two bishops affiliated with the parish. 

The first bishops were the twelve apostles that Jesus chose.  The bishop, like a priest and a deacon, 
receives the sacrament of Holy Orders.  However, the bishop is the recipient of  what the catechism calls the 
“fullness” of that sacrament of service.  The bishop has a three fold job-that of teaching, sanctifying and 
governing the holy people of God. 

One of the main jobs of a bishop is to confer the sacrament of confirmation.  While a priest can do 
this at times, he is not the ordinary minister.  I am sure that Msgr. Whalen will be kept even more busy (if 
that is possible!) by all the confirmations that he will have to do all across the Archdiocese. 

Besides confirmation, a bishop can also confer the sacrament of holy orders.  By the imposition of his 
hands, new priests and deacons are ordained to the sacred ministry. 

The new auxiliary bishops will receive from the Cardinal at their consecration a crosier, which is a 
staff reminiscent of the shepherd’s crook.  It illustrates that a good bishop must shepherd the flock of Christ 
in his midst.  The bishops will also receive a ring.  The ring symbolizes faithfulness to the church and to the 
people.  Finally, bishops wear a hat called a mitre.  It’s kind of a “high hat” that most people readily recog-
nize.  Its origin goes back to the high priests of the Old Testament who wore such a headdress. 

I read somewhere recently that the late Bishop Fulton J. Sheen used to say a “Hail Mary” every day 
when he was a young priest in order to become a bishop.  Well, his prayer was answered.  In our own diffi-
cult times in the Catholic Church currently, it’s not so easy to be a bishop.  Maybe some priests would pray 
not to get it! 

In any event, Msgr. Whalen has “got it” and we know he will do great things for the Lord and His 
Church.  Congratulations! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Jerome 

10 




