
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO? 
 I told a story in a homily one time about a man named John who walked into a Catholic 
book and gift shop.  Near the cash register he saw a display of baseball caps with the letters, 
“WWJD” printed all over them.  He was puzzled as to what the letters could mean.  So he asked the 
clerk.  The clerk explained that the letters stood for, “What Would Jesus Do?”  They were meant to 
inspire people to  imagine how Jesus Christ would act in a similar situation.  Jon thought it over for 
a moment and then replied, “Well, I don’t think that Jesus would pay $24.95 for one of those silly 
hats!” 
 Speaking of hats, a couple of months ago I was attending a meeting of the Priest Council in 
the Archdiocese of New York.  At this meeting, a priest gave us a little talk on a program to revital-
ize the Catholic Church here in the diocese.  As a little joke, he handed our red “Maga” hats.  But 
the inscription on the hat read instead, “Make The Archdiocese Great Again!  Everybody had a good 
laugh over that one, including Cardinal Dolan. 
 The thought came to mind, how can we make the Church and Christianity truly great again?  
When we survey the state of the Church today, we might get a little discouraged.  There is not much 
good news and while Catholics do make the front pages of the newspapers, the real practice of the 
faith is in the obituary pages!  One simple way to “make Christianity great again” is to really start 
living as a disciple of Jesus and not just mouthing platitudes. 
 Mahatma Gandhi once made this devastating comment about Christians.  “I like your Christ 
but I do not like your Christians! Your Christians are so unlike Christ.”  That is something for all of 
us to think about.  The world today is in need of authentic Christian disciples, in other words, “The 
real thing.”  An old rhyme put it this way, “Mister Smith went to Church on Sunday. But Mister 
Smith went to hell for what he did on Sunday.”  There was a disconnect there!  But there should not 
be a disconnect between our profession of the faith and our practice of it. 
 Recently, the nation saw a great example of Christianity in action.  You might have read or 
heard the news story about Amber Guyger.  She’s a white Texas police officer who fatally shot and 
killed her black neighbor-Botham Jean- when she allegedly mistook his apartment for hers.  Amber 
Guyger was convicted of murder and was not given a life time sentence but just ten years.  What 
happened in that court room after the sentence was given was truly an example of “Amazing 
Grace.” 
 Botham Jean’s younger brother Brandt then took the stand to deliver victim impact testimo-
ny.  However, instead of an angry tirade, the brother extended mercy and forgiveness to Guyger.  
Brandt, said, “I know if you go to God and ask him, he will forgive you.  I love you just like anyone 
else and I’m not going to hope you rot and die.”  He concluded by asking his brother’s murderer to 
give her life to Christ and then asked if he could give her a hug.  Guyger said yes and broke  down in 
tears as the two embraced. 
 This was truly in my estimation, a very powerful witness to the Gospel and how each of us 
should act in our lives.  Sometimes, we truly find it hard to “Forgive and Forget” when others have 
offended us in some way.  We gain courage though from the heroic example of Brandt Jean to “Let 
go and let God” take over in life. 
 On this Sunday and every day, let’s think about those letters “WWJD”-what would 
Jesus do?  May we go and do the same! 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome   
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