
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

GOOD SAMARITANS FOR LIFE… 
 You might have seen the story recently of young five year old girl by the name of Ferni who 
was rescued from underneath a train at the Kingsbridge subway station in the Bronx.  Her father 
jumped in front of the train holding his little daughter in his arms.  The father died but Ferni mirac-
ulously survived and landed underneath the subway train.  Two good Samaritans by the name of 
Jairo Torres and  Anonyo Love jumped onto the tracks, climbed below the wheels and pulled the lit-
tle girl to safety.  Although it was a horrible scene, there was some happiness that at least the 
youngster’s life was preserved and the onlookers cheered. 
 I think that all of us would do anything to preserve life and not destroy it.  As Catholics we 
believe all life is precious from the womb to the tomb.  This Sunday, October 6th, is Respect Life 
Sunday.  It’s a reminder to us that all life is a gift from God, and has value.  Unfortunately, there 
are some people in our society who deny that very clear and positive truth.  The governor of New 
York, Andrew Cuomo presents a clear example of this.  The Reproductive Health Act which he 
championed and signed into law, presents no barriers to abortions even beyond six months of preg-
nancy. 
 Despite the legislation, the number of abortions performed in the United States has contin-
ued to plummet to a historically low level.  This is due perhaps to the fact that several state legis-
latures have enacted pro life laws extending protection to unborn children.  That is a very good 
thing!  Still it does not change the horrible statistic of nearly sixty one million abortions performed 
since the Roe VS. Wade decision in 1973, a terrible tragedy for this country. 
 It is incredible to me how some of our politicians including those running for the highest of-
fice in our land-the presidency, can consider abortion a positive thing.  Take Elizabeth Warren who 
is the senator from Massachusetts.  She is an extremely intelligent woman who is a lawyer and was 
a professor at Harvard University.  Yet her position on life is clueless and morally reprehensible.  
Warren wants a national law literally making Roe VS. Wade and abortion up to birth the law in 
every single state.  Speaking at a recent campaign rally, Senator Warren said, “Let’s make a democ-
racy work and make “Roe” the rule of the land in every state!”   
 When we analyze her words what she is saying is that killing babies in the womb is really 
what makes our democracy work!  Is that true?  Which of her challengers for that high office would 
dispute her rhetoric?  Probably none of them!  Liberal politicians often refer to abortion as women’s 
“Reproductive rights.”  What about the rights of the child in the womb?  Who will speak for them? 
 One of the most fundamental rights is the right to life which cannot be denied to the most 
vulnerable.  More and more people in our country are coming to see the light on this issue.  Statis-
tics tell us that support for unrestricted abortion is way down. 
 People on a subway platform last week applauded the two good samaritans who pulled a 
helpless little girl to safety from underneath the wheels of a train.  Let’ applaud the efforts of many 
other “good samaritans” including our own parishioners who on this Respect Life Sunday will 
stand on Hylan Boulevard near Staten Island Hospital witnessing actively to the sanctity of hu-
man life.  They will pray the rosary and hold signs attesting to the basic truth that every life is a 
precious treasure and a gift from Almighty God! 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome  10 


