
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THE GREATEST GIFT OF ALL… 
 I heard a story about a man who was playing a store Santa.  This boy came up and asked 
him for an electric train.  “If you get your train,” he told him, “your dad is going to want to play 
with it too - is that all right?”  The boy became very quiet.  Moving the conversation along, he said, 
“what else would you like Santa to bring you?”  He promptly replied, “another train!” 
 Well, at Christmas, may of us revert back to our childhood or at least remember it!  And 
that’s sort of appropriate isn’t it?  After all, Christmas is  about a little child - Jesus?  Little chil-
dren at this time of the year get so excited that Christmas is coming.  I wonder if we could bottle 
that enthusiasm for some of us older folks who perhaps have lost some of the magic of the season? 
 The other day after the magnificent ordination Mass for Bishop Whalen and Bishop Colac-
icco was concluded, I exited from St. Patrick’s Cathedral onto Fifth Avenue.  On this early Decem-
ber evening, brilliant lights were shining, a band was playing holiday music, bells were ringing, and 
shoppers were rushing into the stores.  It all brought me back to a time when as a child I had such 
anticipation for December 25th and, of course, for all the presents I would get - including a train 
which my father played with as well! 
 The greatest gift that is given to us at Christmas though is not one with a price tag on it - 
rather it is the little baby of Bethlehem.  All of us know the story of Christmas.  When St. Joseph 
knocked at the door of the inn at Bethlehem on that first Christmas morning, there was “no room” 
for Mary and the Savior who was about to be born.  Instead, Jesus was born in a stable which is 
about the most humble and insignificant place that you can think of. 
 There is a lesson here for all of us.  The inn of Bethlehem is at times, like our own heart.  We 
are “too full” of ourselves, “too full” of material comforts and pleasures so that Christ can’t find a 
welcome in our own hearts.  Maybe we need to make a little room for the Christ Child to enter in. 
 Secondly, we can all of us, become a little more humble.  Jesus the Son of God humbled Him-
self when He took on our human condition.  As St. Paul put it, “though He was in the form of God, 
Jesus did not deem equality with God something to be grasped at; rather He took the form of a 
slave, being born in the likeness of men.”  How humble was Jesus!  Let’s learn from Him to focus a 
little less on this troublesome thing that is known as “self.” 
 Finally, as we celebrate the birth of Christ who is really “the man for others”, we can learn 
to give of ourselves a little bit more to God and to our neighbor.  During this season where it is cus-
tomary to make a list of things we want for Christmas, wouldn’t it be better if we all counted our 
blessings and asked what we could give to others?  The gift of our time, our love, and our service to 
others is really a most priceless treasure. 
 A few years, Macy’s initiated an ad campaign suggesting that we all “believe” in the magic 
of Christmas.  Yes, Christmas is a magical time of the year.  But the belief is the most significant 
thing.  We put our belief and trust in that little baby of Bethlehem born on Christmas morning.  The 
greatest gift of all!  On behalf of us all here at St. Charles, a very merry Christmas to you and your 
families! 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
       Fr. Jerome 
       Pastor 
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