
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

NEW YEAR, NEW CHANCE… 
 This coming week on Wednesday, we celebrate the New Year 2020.  Where did the past year 
go to?  Time as we get older, does seem to move faster, doesn’t it?  It is customary on New Year’s 
Day for many people to make resolutions.  It could be to lose twenty pounds, to quit smoking, or to 
get more exercise, whatever.  Certainly resolutions are good things as long as we keep them! 
 A comedian once said, “If you make a New Year’s resolution to eat a healthy diet, and you 
keep it, you won’t actually live longer, but it will just seem that way!”  Joey Adams put it this 
way: “May all your troubles last as long as your New Year resolutions.”  The obvious point being 
that many of us do resolve to change certain things about ourselves at the start of a new year, but 
somehow those good intentions usually end on January second! 
 If there is one resolution that we can and should keep as we enter 2020, it would be to give a 
little more time and attention to our Catholic faith.  The secular world starts the new year with 
parties, noisemakers, hangovers and that descending ball in Times Square.  However, the Church 
begins it just a bit more quietly with our Blessed Mother Mary. 
 On January 1st, we celebrate the Feast of Mary, the Mother of God.  The gospel from Saint 
Luke presents us with the beautiful scene at Bethlehem and the visit of the shepherds to the new 
born Christ child.  The gospel tell us : “Mary kept all these things reflecting upon them in her heart.”  
Mary’s greatest treasure was Jesus Christ and she never stopped thinking about Him and learning 
from Him. 
 At the new year’s start, we should take our cue from Mary and give more time and attention 
to Christ.  One good resolution to keep this year would be to come to Mass each Sunday.  I say this 
because the Mass presents us with Jesus Christ Himself in the Holy Eucharist.  That is the most im-
portant thing that occurs at Mass.  It’s not the priest’s homily or the beautiful music but the fact 
that Christ Himself descends to our altars under the very humble appearance of bread and wine. 
 We are privileged as Catholics to have His real presence with us which is a very great thing-
in fact, the greatest!  But how many Catholics today don’t appreciate their faith?  Many of us, 
young and old, don’t darken the door of the Church.  As time  passes, we should be wiser, but some-
times that is not the case. 
 The Pennsylvania Dutch have an expression: “We are too soon old and too late smart!”  
How true.  2020 could be the year that we became a little smarter in terms of the things that really 
matter in the long run-the things of God.  Mary can help us in this endeavor.  She is a loving mother 
who wants to make life easier for all her children. 
 Pope Francis wrote on last New Years: “God Himself need a mother, how much more do we!  
In the journey of life, let us allow ourselves to be taken by the hand.  Mothers take their children by 
the hand and lovingly introduce them to life.  But how many children wander off and lose their 
way?  Thinking they are strong, they get lost…Mary take us by the hand.” 
 On this New Years 2020, may Mary, the Queen of Peace take us by the hand and lead us all 
closer to true peace, security and joy.  On behalf of everyone here at Saint Charles, I offer best wish-
es for a happy and healthy new year ahead! 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
      10 


