
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

KOBE BRYANT AND HIS CATHOLIC FAITH… 
 The sad news about the death of Kobe Bryant, his daughter and seven others in a helicopter 
crash in California really stunned America last Sunday afternoon.  Actually, I was watching a bas-
ketball game here at Saint Charles when one of the coaches asked me if I had heard the news which by 
then had just been confirmed.   
 Kobe Bryant was a phenomenal athlete playing on the Los Angeles Lakers for twenty years.  So 
many of our young people looked up to him and so it is indeed, a tragic loss.  The media has devoted a 
great deal of attention to his life and career and that’s how it should be.  One thing that all the stories 
would never ever mention (except for religious media) was the fact that Kobe Bryant was a practicing 
Catholic. 
 He grew up in a Catholic household and spent most of his childhood in Italy.  He married his 
wife Vanessa in 2001 at a Southern California parish.  According to his parish priest, Kobe and his 
daughter Gianna attended the 7AM Mass at Our Lady Queen of Angels Church in Newport Beach, 
California just before the fateful helicopter crash that took their lives. 
 A woman parishioner was also quoted as saying that she had also seen Kobe at daily Mass and 
that being gentleman, he had let her go first on the Communion line.  Bryant was not only a great 
athlete, he also was a great Catholic!  Yet like all of us, his journey of faith had its “ups and downs.” 
 In 2003, the basketball player was arrested after a woman accused him of raping her in a Colo-
rado hotel room.  Kobe admitted that there was a sexual encounter but denied he had assaulted her.  
Eventually, a settlement was reached and he issued an apology to the woman.  This incident threat-
ened his career and his marriage.  But thank God he got through it.  What got him through it, he said 
was his faith and talking to a priest. 
 Said Kobe: “Th one thing that helped me during this process-I’m Catholic, I grew up a Catho-
lic, my kids are Catholic-was talking to a priest.”  The priest advised him to let go and move on be-
cause the Lord does not give what we can’t handle.  That was excellent advice and a turning point in 
his life.  To use basketball terminology, Kobe had committed a bad “foul.”  Yet it worked out for him 
in the long run because he had this strong faith in the Lord. 
 Isn’t there a lesson here for all of us?  No, we may never play in the NBA, yet we are all of us 
in the greater game that is known as life.  We are part of the team that is the Catholic Church.  In this 
team, our court is the Church and our goal is not a “three point basket” but rather heaven!  Our op-
ponent is the devil and we have to get on the offense against him because he is the one that tempts us 
and tries to get the ball (our soul) away from us.  So let’s not give him that opportunity! 
 No, none of us are perfect-even the great Kobe Bryant was not perfect.  He made mistakes, eve-
ryone of us makes mistakes.  The mistakes we make along the way are not as important as how we fin-
ish up in the end.  Let’s pray for Kobe Bryant, his daughter Gianna and all who died in the crash.  
May his good example on the court and off inspire our young athletes to not only practice their shots 
but also practice their Catholic faith! 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 10 


