
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

GETTING THE “READ” ON THE BIBLE… 
 
 Every few weeks or so I have to conduct a little business at the bank up on New Dorp Lane.  
Yes, I know that they have machines that can now take ten checks or more for deposit (not that I 
have that many) but I still prefer to go to the teller.  Several months ago, a very nice lady teller 
helped with my transactions and then told me she was a member of a local parish.  She went on to 
say that her kids were altar servers and that she was herself a lector at the church. 
 She mentioned to me that at times in looking over the readings for Mass there were some 
things that were quite puzzling.  I agreed with her, took my cash and forgot all about the encounter.  
Then just last week when I was up at the bank, this same woman after cashing my check, said, 
“And now Father I have a religious question for you about this week’s Sunday Mass reading.”  At 
this point I had to make a confession (priests do confess) - I had not looked over the Sunday read-
ings yet - and this was late Friday afternoon!  So this bank teller was way ahead of me. 
 In any event, the question that she had concerned the Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
and in particular, this passage: “For the spirit scrutinizes everything, even the depths of God.”  The 
lady’s question was, “If the Holy Spirit is God why would he then examine God Himself?”  It was a 
very good question which I tried to answer even though I had not done my “homework.” 
 Yes, the Holy Spirit is a distinct person from God the Father and God the Son.  The  Spirit is 
the third person of the Trinity.  We can say that the Holy Spirit has a thorough knowledge of the 
hidden counsels and purposes of God.  He reveals to us the greatness of God and His love.  She 
seemed satisfied with that answer but certainly the question was not one that I was not expecting 
at the bank counter! 
 This experience made me think about the fact that at Mass on Sunday we should really listen 
to the bible readings.  The first part of the Mass is called “The Liturgy of the Word.”  We usually 
have a reading from the Old Testament,  the Responsorial Psalm, an Epistle of Saint Paul and then 
a passage from the Holy Gospel.  So there is “a lot” of scripture at Mass for us to think about.  But 
first we have to listen. 
 So many of us are on automatic pilot when we come to Mass!  Did you ever hear about the 
lector who got up at Sunday Mass and proclaimed, “This is a Letter from Saint Paul to the Filipi-
nos.”  I can assure that Saint Paul never got to the Philippine Islands!  Besides the readings at 
Mass, a good practice for us during this Lent is to take a passage from the bible and read it every 
day prayerfully. 
 The Church grants a plenary indulgence for those who read the sacred scripture for at least 
thirty minutes provided the other conditions are met.  The bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
thus God speaks to us in a very special way when we read his word.  The great scholar Saint Jerome 
once said this: “Ignorance of scripture is ignorance of Jesus Christ.” 
 We want to come to know Christ better and his teachings.  The best way to do that is to get 
off “Face Book” and to get into the “Faith Book” which is the bible.  If we do that we can certainly 
get “the read” on God’s holy word and let it change our lives! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 10 




