
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

AN EASTER LIKE NO OTHER EASTER… 
 Happy Easter!  I think we can all say that this Easter is like no other Easter we’ve ever had or will 
have (hopefully).  Maybe all of us this year just have to practice a little patience with ourselves and the 
church as we defer our public celebration of Easter for awhile!  I have discovered through the years that a 
little humor helps in most any situation of life that we find ourselves in—most especially perhaps now with 
the coronavirus crisis.  So here is a little Easter joke that someone sent me recently. 
 
 It seems that there were a group of four years olds who were all gathered in a Sunday school class.  
Well, the teacher looked at the class and asked the following question:  “Does anybody know what today 
is?”  A little four year old girl raised her hand and said, “Yes!  Today is Palm Sunday!”  The teacher ex-
claimed, “That’s fantastic!  That’s wonderful! Now does anyone know what next Sunday is?”  The same lit-
tle girl raised her hand and said, “Yes, next Sunday is Easter.”  Once again the teacher said, “That’s fantas-
tic!”  She went on to ask, “Now, does anyone know what’s so special about Easter? “  The same girl replied, 
“it’s special because Jesus rose from the grave…”  But before the teacher could congratulate her, she kept on 
talking and said, “but if He sees His shadow, He has to go back for seven weeks!”   
 
 It’s a cute story and when we think about it, all of us have kind of been in the “shadows” for the past 
few weeks ourselves.  Our routines have been disrupted and the pattern of life as we recently knew it has 
been radically changed.  There was an old song, “We Need a Little Christmas Now!”  Well all of us need a 
little Easter right now in April 2020.  I say that because Easter conveys hope, dispels fear and brings new life.  
The resurrection is the greatest feast of the entire church year.  Even if this year all of us can’t have the 
church, the beautiful flowers, triumphant music and new clothes—still we can keep the spiritual meaning of 
Easter in our hearts.   
 
 On Easter Sunday morning, Jesus Christ triumphed over death and the grave. The resurrection tells us 
that our faith is not in vain, that our hope is not founded on a dead man but on a living one—Jesus the Lord!  
The life of the resurrected Christ is so strong that it can vivify all who believe in Him.  Jesus tells us in the 
gospel of St. John that He “is the resurrection and the life.”  This means that despite the seeming finality of 
death, for those who believe in Him, death is not the end but rather a preface to an entirely new chapter, a 
chapter that is entitled “eternal life.”   
 
 This is the good news of Christianity.  Christ’s resurrection is the pledge of our future resurrection as 
well.  No corona crisis or anything else should put a damper on our celebration this Sunday.  As the great St. 
Augustine put it:  “We are an Easter people and alleluia is our song.”  On Easter Sunday, even if you, the 
good people of St. Charles, can’t sing that “alleluia” in church now with us priests, sing it at home in antici-
pation of the day that we will be back together again!  Also remember that Easter is not just one day - it is a 
season of seven weeks.  On that day in the near future, when this pandemic is just a bad memory, we will 
have our real Easter celebration even if that’s in May or June!  My prayer is that the resurrected Jesus may 
convey His special peace and blessings upon you and your families!  
 
 
 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       Fr. Jerome 
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