
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

PRAY, HOPE AND DON’T WORRY…. 
 Due to the corona virus crisis, we have all had to make adjustments to our routines in the past few 
weeks.  Some have caused stress and many others are just minor things.  However, some of the minor adjust-
ments-like doing my own laundry-can bring stress when you put breach in the washing machine instead of 
detergent!  I guess as a priest, I’m spoiled!   
 
 Speaking of adjustments, one of the situations that faithful parishioners have had to endure is the 
introduction of “virtual Masses”.  As you know, I have been live streaming Masses on facebook from the rec-
tory chapel here at St. Charles.  Many other priests across the Archdiocese are doing the same thing.   How-
ever, virtual Mass is not really the same as “being there”.  For the present circumstances though, it is a good 
substitute.  Cardinal Dolan recently wondered whether some parishioners might enjoy the TV Mass more 
than being there is person!  He related a story about one woman who said to him recently, “Cardinal Dolan, 
I just love the televised Mass!  I just put my feet up and sip a “bloody mary” and I have to tell you it’s just 
wonderful!”  The Cardinal replied, “well mom, that’s not really the way to go!”  A little humor helps in this 
current situation that we now find ourselves in. 
 
 Hopefully, soon things will get better.  There is a great deal of fear in our nation and in our world to-
day.  I saw it one day just before Easter in a local drug store.  A lady was at the check out counter.  The cash-
ier did not have a mask on.  She yelled at him and said, “where’s your mask?”  He would soon put it on!  I 
am not against being prudent and following sound medical advice in dealing with a pandemic.  I am against 
fear and panic which never does any good.  If there is one message that the Risen Christ wanted to instill in-
to His disciples after Easter Sunday, it was this:  “Do not be afraid.”  The gospels tell us that after the trage-
dy of Good Friday, the apostles were locked in the upper room out of fear for their very lives.  But on Easter 
Sunday, Jesus walked through those locked doors and offered this greeting”  “Peace is with your.” 
 
 All of us too need a greater dose of peace and serenity during these days because there is a great deal 
of anxiety around currently.  However, fear is useless, what is needed is a greater degree of trust and confi-
dence in the plans of God.  As an old spiritual hymn put it:  “He’s got the whole world in His hands.  The 
whole wide world in His hands.”  Certainly, all of us are a little nervous over a virus that has taken the lives 
of many people and incapacitated others.  Talking to a friend recently, he confided that he was worrying 
about every little “glitch” in his body and that it was making him a nervous wreck?  Anxiety can to that to 
us, no doubt.  All of us need to be careful but not hysterical. 
 
 In this regard, a good saint to pray to during the crisis would be St. Padre Pio.  Padre Pio had this 
motto:  “Pray, hope and don’t worry.”  Let’s all of us pray especially to the Blessed Mother, “Health of the 
Sick” that this pandemic will soon be over.  Let’s hope for better things and better times which are sure to 
come on the horizon.  Finally, may we all of us not worry so much but rather “cast all of our cares upon the 
Lord” who loves us so very much!  
  
 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       Fr. Jerome 
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