
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THE MASS MATTERS……. 
 In my first parish, Immaculate Heart of Mary in Scarsdale, New York, there was a wonderful family 
that lived directly across the street from the church—the Mulcay’s.  Denise and John Mulcahy had six kids.  
Five of them were boys and the priests were always calling them to come over and serve Masses and funer-
als.  We called them the “minutemen.”  When I was a deacon in the parish and learning to say Mass, the 
priest professor who was teaching the course at the seminary filmed us during the “practice Mass.”  He gave 
us the tape (VHS at the time) and asked all of us soon to be priests to watch the video so we could see our 
mistakes.  Since at that time I did not have a VCR (remember those?), I asked the Mulcay’s if they wouldn’t 
mind my playing the tape at their house one night.  Well, all the kids showed up to watch the film and 
laughed uproariously at my mistakes!  I was a little bit embarrassed but I got over it. 
 
 Recently, however, I saw myself “live streaming” a Mass on facebook and realized that 32 years later 
I still might be making the same mistakes!  Well, live and learn.  To say Mass is really a great thing even if 
the celebrant is not the most enlightened liturgist or if his “style” is somewhat off.  The Mass speaks for it-
self and the priest’s personality should not be the focus or main point.  At Mass, it is Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament that is the greatest reality, and we should thank God for the privilege that we have as Catholics 
to participate at Mass on Sundays or on any other day. 
 
 Of course, as we all know, that privilege has been temporarily withdrawn as we face the corona virus 
crisis.  We priests are now saying Mass without a congregation which is a bit strange.  Recently, Cardinal 
Dolan was quoted as saying that it was somewhat eerie to say Mass in an almost empty St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral.  Yes, all the priests miss having you the faithful parishioners attending Mass in the church.  For the 
time being, the virtual Mass will suffice.  Certainly, as priests we can say private Masses.  Naturally, we are 
expected to say Mass each day.  I can’t forget one summer down on the Jersey Shore, I was getting out of the 
car with my bags.  The man whom I had rented the place from ran over to help me.  He grabbed a box with 
my Mass vestments in it and peering down asked what they were.  I responded that these were the “clothes” 
that we used in celebrating Mass.  He said, “Well father, you’re on vacation now.  You don’t’ have to do that 
now!”  I told him as nicely as possible that as priests it really was important to get our Mass in each day—
even on vacation!  In any event, no Mass is really ever private.  There are the angels and the saints present 
around the altar.   
 
 Recently, I discovered a beautiful quote from St. Francis of Assisi concerning the Holy Eucharist 
which is well worth our reflection.  St. Francis wrote:  “What wonderful majesty, what stupendous conde-
scension!   O sublime humility!  That the Lord of the whole universe, God and the Son of God, should humble 
Himself under the form of a little bread for our salvation.  In this world, I cannot see the most high Son of 
God with my own eyes, except for His Sacred Body and Blood!”  Yes, the Mass matters a great deal to all of 
us.  I know that it matters to you parishioners who have missed these past weeks going to church on Sunday.  
Certainly, the Mass matters a lot to each of us priests because it is the sole reason for our being!  During this 
time of absence, may our hearts grow fonder for this great sacrament of our salvation. 

 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       Fr. Jerome 

 
 10 




