
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THE PALMS AND THE PASSION… 
 This weekend, we celebrate Palm Sunday, also known as “Passion Sunday.”  Palm Sunday begins the 
week in the Catholic Church that we call “holy.”  Of course, this year, holy week will be like no other one in 
the church because as of this writing, public Masses will not be allowed.  This Sunday, the priests will bless 
the palm and it will be available to all parishioners who would like some on a table in the vestibule of the 
church .  It will certainly be strange to receive blessed palms and yet not be able to hear Mass and the mov-
ing story of the Passion of Jesus Christ that is read at church on this day every year.  So all of us, priests in-
cluded, will have to make a sacrifice.   
 
 I was doing a little thinking this past week about the palms.  With no regularly scheduled Mass, no 
school, no CCD and no meetings in the parish, I’ve had a lot of time on my hands!  We receive palms this 
Sunday to commemorate our Blessed Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem.  St. John in the gospel tells us:  “They 
took palm branches off the trees and shouted, hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
The palms represent the triumphant Christ as He entered the holy city of Jerusalem as king.  Yet, just a few 
days later, those same people who waved palms and were applauding Christ turned on Him.  On Good Fri-
day, they cried out instead:  “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”  What a change in the span of less than a week!   
 
 As we reflect upon it, things have changed for all of us as well in just a few short days due to the 
coronavirus.  We might say that in many respects, all of our lives have been turned “upside down.”  Churches 
and schools have closed.  Our malls, shops, restaurants and theaters have shuttered their doors.  Children 
are not allowed to congregate in groups in playgrounds.  The virus has hit our city very hard.  In a small 
way, we are experiencing in our lives, a share in the Passion of Christ.  Life is not always just one trium-
phant celebration like Palm Sunday.   
 
 For some, the cross and suffering has become a reality in their lives.  Take for example, a woman from 
my former parish who called me recently.  Her husband in his early 60’s was just diagnosed with Covid 19 
and had to be hospitalized, this on top of a cancer condition and pneumonia.  This lady, because of the dan-
ger of contagion, was forbidden to be with her husband in his hospital room.  It was heartbreaking for the 
family.  So we need to keep praying at this very critical hour.   
 
 Even if there is no public Palm Sunday Mass and recitation of the Passion, still the story of our 
Lord’s suffering and death is very beneficial for all of us Catholics to read and pray over especially at this 
time of the year.  By meditating on the Passion of Christ, we gain courage and strength to face the trials of 
our own lives.  Sometimes we wonder, does God know anything about suffering and pain?  Does God know 
what it is to be poor?  Does God know what it is to be a refugee?  Has he ever been hungry or tired?  Does 
God know anything about sickness and disease?  Finally, does God know what it is to suffer and die?  And 
the answer to all those questions is “yes!”  That is why He came to the earth.  You and I came into this 
world to live.  Jesus came to the world to die and offer His body in sacrifice for our sins.  The trials and 
crosses that we have faced in the past few weeks pale in comparison to what He endured.  As we receive the 
palms this Sunday, let us remember that without the cross, there can be no crown! 
 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       Jr. Jerome 
 
 

10 


