
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

SOCIAL DISTANCING NOT SPIRITUAL DISTANCING… 
 Recently I heard a story about two masked men who entered a bank.  Everyone nervously stared at 
them.  One of them then said, “oh, don’t worry folks...this is just a robbery!”   All of us have learned in the 
past two months to put our masks on when we enter a store.  But what happens when the elastic on the 
mask breaks?   
 That’s exactly what happened to me at the dry cleaners a few weeks ago.  My mask snapped!  There 
was a man who was coming into the store at the same time and when he saw my broken face covering, he 
ran out.  The clerk behind the counter said to me, “looks like he’s afraid to come back in as long as you’re 
here!”  As I passed him on the street I said, “sorry sir but I am not contaminated!”  He said, “how do I know 
that?”  There is a great deal of nervousness in our society today over covid 19.  But perhaps all of  us just 
need to be calm and while taking all the precautions try to be kind to one another! 
 The other phenomena that we have all become familiar with since March is what we call “social dis-
tancing.”  For some people it comes easier than others.  A man had a sign on his office door which read:  
“Please respect my personal space.  Nothing to do with corona virus.  I am just a miserable son of a gun.”  A 
lady made a comment to me last week about how she did not like that term “social distancing.”  She sug-
gested that “physical distancing” is a better phrase and I think that’s right.  Human beings need to socialize, 
interact with each other and communicate! 
 Even before this virus, there was too much social isolation, especially among the young.  With the 
onset of the pandemic, we have moved into a new virtual world where physical presence and communication 
is lessened.  We meet now on facebook, zoom, instagram and other cyber sites.  While this is a temporary 
measure, it’s not really beneficial in the long run for the human spirit.  God does not communicate to ma-
chines—he communicates to all of us who are living persons! 
 The Acts of the Apostles reminds us that “God is not far from anyone of us.”  All we have to do is to 
pray.  Of course, we do not need to be in church to pray.  However, the church is really the most excellent 
place to pray because there in the tabernacle we have the real presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharistic.  The 
Lord is in our midst and if it is possible, we should try to make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament—no mask is 
required! 
 Here at St. Charles, we have kept the church open each day and I know that many of you are grateful 
for that privilege.  If we can’t make it to the church or feel uncomfortable, we can always pray at home.  Of 
course, there are distractions in the house, but if we have a small “prayer corner” with perhaps a statue or a 
crucifix, it will help.  The important thing about prayer is that we must do it!  More than ever, we need to 
speak to the Lord and to listen to His word. 
 Prayer gives us light, peace and joy.  With the strength and grace that prayer obtains, we should then 
begin to “see Christ” in our brothers and sisters all around us and pray for them.  Social distancing does not 
entail spiritual distancing.  In the scriptures, we read these words:  “Cast all your cares upon the Lord for He 
does indeed care for you.”  No distance here!  During this stressful time, let us put our trust in the Lord our 
Shepherd who leads us and guides us. 

 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       Fr. Jerome 
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