
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

WHO WILL REPLACE RATHER RICHARD? 
 
 For the Roman Catholic priest, the identifying mark of our ministry is what is called the “Roman 
collar.”  I heard a story about a priest who was invited to a parishioner’s house one night for dinner.  All 
throughout the meal, the host’s little six year old girl kept staring at the priest which made him just a little 
bit uncomfortable.  Finally, the priest said, “Is it this collar that you’re looking at?”  To put the child at 
ease, he removed the collar and gazing at the lettering on the inside, he asked her, “Do you know what it 
says here?’  Without missing a beat, the girl replied, “Sure, Father!  Kills fleas and ticks for up to six 
months!”   
 Well, most of the time, I am in my collar.  It identifies me as a priest. On Mother’s Day of course, I 
went to see mom, put my collar in the drawer and donned a sports shirt.  I had ordered some food for both of 
us at a local restaurant here in Great Kills.  Being that it was Mother’s Day, I had to wait for almost an 
hour in the restaurant for my order.  While standing on line, it was interesting for me as a priest “incognito” 
to hear some of the conversation that went on. 
 A man and a woman near me began to discuss the church and their parish which was St. Clare’s.  I 
listened closely when they spoke about their recently deceased pastor, Msgr. Richard Guastella.  Msgr. 
Guastella died of the corona virus last month at the age of 73.  It was a tremendous loss for the Archdiocese 
of New York.  Well, it was a very edifying and inspirational conversation for me. 
 Both of them spoke about how Fr. Richard had been such a great spiritual leader, was present at all 
the parish activities, was loved by the kids in the school and CCD and was present to the families of St. 
Clare’s in a very personal way.  When I said that I knew him too, the man pulled out his phone and showed 
me pictures of his grandchild’s baptism that the priest had performed not so long ago.  Well, finally the gen-
tleman realized that I knew a lot about Monsignor and ventured to say, “You seem very well informed!”  I 
said, “Well yes, I am a priest too!”  and told him that I was the neighboring pastor of St. Charles. 
 That conversation on Mother’s Day in a restaurant lobby gave me a needed lift in the “desert” of 
these last two months.  What a tremendous gift a good priest is to a parish.  But the thought also came to 
my mind, “Who will replace Fr. Richard?”  This year the New York Archdiocese will ordain only one man to 
serve as a priest.  Hopefully, it’s quality over quantity!  But you see we need both elements.  Certainly it’s 
not easy to fill the shoes of a dedicated priest like Msgr. Guastella.  He was truly loved by his parish. 
 In the past, most priests were revered by their congregations.  Today, that’s not always the case.  Re-
spect and trust has to be earned.  During these days when all of us just have a little more “time on our 
hands” - why not offer some prayers for vocations to the priesthood and the religious life?  Every day when I 
offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, I always include a petition for vocations in the prayer of the faithful—
it’s that important! 
 Jesus tells us in the gospel:  “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few.  Beg the harvest mas-
ter to send our laborers for his harvest.”  So we have to pray that some place, somewhere—maybe right here 
in Oakwood Heights, there is a young man who will be another “Fr. Richard” who will bring Christ and his 
love to a weary and waiting world! 

 
  
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       Fr. Jerome 
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