
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

THE “LIVING STONES” OF ST. CHARLES PARISH…. 
 I think all of you know that it’s been rather quiet in the parish for the last two months with the coro-
na virus crisis.  One thing I truly miss is seeing the children from our school.  The kids really brighten up 
even the cloudiest day.  Not hearing their voices, seeing them play ball in the schoolyard and run around the 
rectory lawn after dismissal is kind of sad.  As a reminder of the presence of the children here at St. Charles, 
somebody had a great idea of making a little “rock garden” in front of the doors of the school.  On my way 
to church, I usually take a look at it. 
 The stones were painted by the kids themselves and most of them express gratitude to their teachers 
for the education they receive here.  Many of the rocks are decorated in the St. Charles “colors.”  My favorite 
rock is a rather large one, red in color.  The rock has this message on it:  “Hope!  This shall pass.”  This was 
something that I needed to hear and perhaps all of us need to hear by now! 
 Thank God for our wonderful children here at St. Charles who I call the “living stones” of the church.  
It was St. Peter who wrote in his Epistle, “For you too are living stones being built up into a spiritual 
house.”  A church is more than just a building—it is really the people who are its foundation. 
 Recently, our parish business manager at St. Charles, Joanne Baranello, reminded me that on Thurs-
day, May 21st, we celebrated a significant anniversary.  It was on this day sixty years ago that Cardinal 
Francis Spellman established St. Charles as a parish!  Naturally, there was to have been a special celebra-
tion in honor of such a significant anniversary.  But with the current pandemic and all the restrictions, we 
could not.  Hopefully, in the near future, we will have some kind of celebration for this milestone. 
 In sixty years, St. Charles has a great deal to be proud of.  Our parish is an active one and usually, 
there is always something going on here.  Whether it’s CYO, CCD, RCIA, Eucharistic Adoration, boy scouts, 
cheerleaders, eucharistic ministers going to the homebound, the magnificent choir and the prayerful, reverent 
liturgies, St. Charles has a lot to offer for everyone of all ages! 
 Usually, when the history of a parish is written, there is a lot of ink spilled about the priests.  St. 
Charles has had some wonderful pastors throughout the years including Msgr. John McGowan, Msgr. Robert 
Kelly, Msgr. Thomas Gaffney and of course, Msgr. Thomas Bergin.  The parish has benefitted from the ser-
vices of many good dedicated associate priests as well.  But priests come and go.  It is you the people of St. 
Charles who are the living stones that build up the body of Christ right here in Oakwood Heights. 
 May I say that not only do I miss the children; I miss each and every one of you during this quaran-
tine period.  But I also have observed the quiet goodness of many parishioners during the last few weeks.  
Whether that is sending food into the rectory for us priests, dropping your envelopes at the door, calling to 
ask if we need anything and above all for your prayers, the “spirit of St. Charles” is alive and well despite 
the virus! 
 My prayer is that this parish through the grace of the Lord and the intercession of St. Charles Borro-
meo will continue to flourish and prosper in the years ahead!  Thank you for all that you are and for all that 
you do to make this parish one to be truly proud of.  God bless and happy anniversary! 

  
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       Fr. Jerome 
 
 
 
       
   10 


