
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

IS COVID-19 A PUNISHMENT FROM GOD? 
 The title of this article actually is a question that a few people have asked me in the past few weeks.  
Well, most of us have never faced anything like this in our lives and so we wonder about what is happening 
and whether perhaps God is angry at us.  Just about two weeks ago, I was on New Dorp Lane coming out of 
my car and a man, obviously Jewish, looked over at me and said, “Hey father, maybe it’s time to put a little 
lamb’s blood over our doorposts!”  What the man was referring to was the story in the bible about the 
plagues that God visited upon the Egyptians.  The last one was the worst of all-the angel of death claimed 
the lives of the first born sons in Egypt.  However, the Israelites were instructed by Moses to take the blood 
of a lamb and brush it on the doorposts of their houses.  Seeing the blood, the angel passed over them!  I had-
n’t thought about that event from the Old Testament in a long time.  It recalled to mind that plagues and 
pestilence are narrated in the scriptures many times over.  These events were usual indications of God’s 
wrath against people who were not following His ways.  I suppose that today many of us don’t think of God 
as “angry.”  We prefer a depiction of the Lord as merciful, kind and forgiving.  Yet, in this regard, let’s think 
for a moment about our parents.  Yes, they had to get angry with us from time to time and discipline us when 
we’re going astray.  Why did they do that—to hurt us?  Not at all!  Discipline was administered to correct 
and move us to do the right thing.  In the New Testament letter to the Hebrews, we read:  “For what child is 
there whom his father does not discipline?  At the time it is administered, all discipline seems painful rather 
than pleasant.  But later, it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.“  
God as a loving father has to give his people a “wake up” call at times to challenge them to fidelity to His 
word and teaching.  Prophets were sent to the Jews of old to remind them to be faithful to the covenant God 
had established with them.  In the church, the Lord raised up great saints who urged the people to reform 
their lives and change their ways.  Our own parish patron, St. Charles Borromeo had to deal with a corona 
virus type crisis in his own diocese of Milan.  In the year 1576, a terrible plague descended upon the city 
where he was the archbishop.  Charles was convinced that the epidemic was a scourge sent by the heaven as 
a chastisement for the sins of the people.  The saint recommended spiritual means to fight against the pesti-
lence—prayer and penance.  St. Charles himself led three processions throughout the city dressed in a hooded 
purple robe, barefoot, with a cross in his hand.  Charles rebuked the civil authorities who put their trust in 
just merely human means instead of turning to God.  In our times, we think of the sins of our nation that 
might provoke God’s anger against us—legalized abortion (for even those born alive), physician-assisted 
suicide, homosexual marriage, adultery, pornography, and materialism.  We have gotten away from God’s 
laws and have become a law unto ourselves.  It is true to say that the Lord does not desire the death of sin-
ners but rather their conversion and repentance.  Sinners—that’s all of us!  While we are so rightly concerned 
about our physical health these days in the light of the corona virus, maybe we all need to focus on our souls 
a little bit more remembering the words of Jesus who said:  “Do not fear those who kill the body, but those 
who can kill the soul….” 
 

 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       Fr. Jerome 
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