
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

TAKING A KNEE FOR JESUS… 
 As I write at the end of this particular week, it seems that our whole na-
tion is engulfed in turmoil after the death of George Floyd.  Perhaps it is an 
eruption after two months of social confinement.  Whatever it is, it seems that 
our society has been turned “upside down” and right thinking and practice is 

currently out of fashion.  For instance, the president of the United States took a walk to St. John’s 
Episcopal Church which had been set afire by protestors the other day. 
 President Trump stood in front of the church and held up a bible, the sacred scriptures.  He 
was widely criticized for that gesture, even by the lady bishop who is the pastor of that church.  
Ironically, the president was standing in front of the church sign which read:  “All are Welcome!”  
Is everyone really welcome in that church? 
 Then there were comments made by New Orleans Saints quarterback, Drew Brees about our 
flag.  Brees said this:  “I will never agree with anybody disrespecting the flag of the United States or 
our country.  Is everything right with our country right now?   No.  It is not.  We still have a long 
way to go, but I think what you do by standing there and showing respect to the flag with your 
hand over your heart—it shows unity.  It shows that we are all in this together.  We can all do bet-
ter and that we are all part of the solution.” 
 Those are excellent, sane words.  Yet, incredibly, Drew Brees had to make an apology for 
what he said and had to grovel before those in our land who have substituted political correctness 
in place of right thinking.  You see, one should never be ashamed of showing respect for our country 
and our flag.  Today some people have “hijacked” a gesture that we Catholics are very familiar 
with—genuflection.  They call it “taking a knee” and it has come to symbolize defiance. 
 As Catholics, we genuflect when we pass before the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle or 
when entering the pew coming to Mass.  We kneel as well during the Eucharistic prayer and the 
consecration.  We do that because Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God comes down on the altar 
at the words of the priest.  Come to think of it, that is the feast that we celebrate this Sunday.  
“Corpus Christi”, the feast of the Eucharist, the Body and Blood of Christ.  This special day in the 
church calendar reminds us that the Holy Eucharist is a great gift that Jesus gave to the church. 
 However, this gift had an enormous price tag on it-the suffering and death of the Lord on the 
cross.  Each Mass is not just a meal, but above all, a sacrifice.  All of us Catholics know that we 
should “take a knee” (if you’re able to kneel) in church because the Real Presence is there.  Taking a 
knee at church is proper etiquette for church, but not for saluting the American flag! 
 By coincidence, this Sunday, June 14th, is also Flag Day, a day that we as Americans pause 
to honor the “stars and stripes.”  We remember on this day that our flag is a precious symbol, and 
we stand and salute it.  That flag represents the freedom and privileges that we enjoy in the United 
States.  The red in the flag reminds us that our freedom came at a great price too—the blood of 
countless soldiers, sailors, marines and air force men and women poured out in defense of our coun-
try.   
 As we “take a knee” for Jesus this Sunday.  Let’s pray for this fractured land of ours that it 
may be healed! 
        Sincerely, 
        Fr. Jerome 10 


