
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

REAL FATHERS—REAL HEROES….. 
 As I drive around Staten Island recently, I have noticed that there are many signs in the win-
dows of homes and businesses that read something like this:  “Thank you to our Heroes.”  The he-
roes, of course, are the doctors, health care workers and other personnel who have helped so many 
thousands of people in the fight against covid –19.  Yes, there are a lot of unnamed individuals who 
sacrificed their time, energy and safety in order to assist the victims of the corona virus.  We salute 
all these men and women! 
 Today we celebrate Father’s Day.  On this day, we should salute all our dads who in my es-
timation should be considered heroes as well.  Now, our fathers may not have had to deal with a 
pandemic, but perhaps they had challenges in life that were daunting as well.  I doubt my father 
would ever like to be called a “hero” because he was a modest man.  He did some really heroic 
things in his life like serving in World War II and staving off a would be terrorist at his job in the 
World Trade Center.  He would have laughed at the idea of being labelled a hero.  But my dad was a 
hero to me as I am sure all of you consider your dad heroic. 
 My father died in 2015, but I think about him every day.  He put up with us kids and our “hi 
jinks” and was unfailingly patient.  One particular memory that comes to my mind was one year 
when I got a paper route with the New York Daily News.  At that time, as some of you might re-
member, the Sunday news was a huge tome with all kinds of advertisements and separate sections.  
The paper boy had to put all those sections together which I dutifully did the night before and load-
ed them on my red flexible flyer wagon. 
 The next morning I started my rounds and began to deliver the Sunday Daily News.  All went 
well until I went down a hill and the wagon tipped over!  A strong wind then blew all those papers 
up and down the street!  I was on the verge of tears and ran back to my house, woke my father up at 
5:30 in the morning and he helped me to get all of those papers back together again in some orderly 
fashion and we made the deliveries.  So it was a sacrifice that I never forgot! 
 I am sure that all of you could think about similar incidents in your life when dad came to 
the rescue in some way!  On Father’s Day, we remember all our dads whether living or deceased.  
And we should be grateful for all they did for us.  Today in our country, we really have a lack of 
good fathers.  It is so essential for strong families that there be dads who are capable of sacrifice, 
generosity and unselfishness.  A father really “sets the tone” for the family. 
 When I think about the greatest and best example of a father, I think about St. Joseph.  He 
was a real hero who sacrificed everything for Jesus and Mary.  Fr. Donald Calloway in a recent 
book on St. Joseph wrote:  “St. Joseph gave his son as example of manly love, courage, strength and 
fortitude.”  He had a strong faith and trust in God.  Although we don’t have a single word that he 
said in the scriptures, his great holiness and witness speaks volumes and is a model for fathers to-
day. 
 On this special day, let’s say this prayer for our dads:  “God our Father, bless these men that 
they may be strengthened as Christian fathers.  Let their example of faith and love shine forth.  
Grant that we their sons and daughters may honor them always with a spirit of profound respect.  
Amen.”  Happy Father’s Day to our heroes! 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
       Fr. Jerome 10 


