
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

“ STATUE-TORY RAPE”… 
 
 Someone told me a story of an Italian man who was very devoted to Saint Anthony.  He would go to 
his parish church kneel before the statue of the saint and pray rather loudly and with emotion.  One time the 
man got really angry at Saint Anthony because his prayers had not been answered in the way he would have 
liked.  He sounded so menacing and threatening, that the pastor decided to play it safe and replace the statue 
of Saint Anthony which was quite valuable, with a much smaller model.  When the man came in the next 
day and saw the tiny statue, he said, “Hey Tony! Where’s your pop?”   
 I suppose statues have been on my mind in the past few days.  Some protestors across our land have 
taken it upon themselves to remove statues of people whom they think were oppressors or racists.  First it 
was Confederate Generals like Robert E. Lee.  Then it was Christopher Columbus.  Finally, this morning, a 
new low point was reached when a statue of George Washington was toppled in Seattle and set aflame. 
 It seems that in the past three weeks our society has collectively “lost its mind.”  I suppose we could 
say that Catholics kind of have a predilection for statues.  They are part and parcel of our faith and most 
churches have a good number of them.  They come in all sorts of sizes and artistic styles.  We are familiar 
with statues of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Blessed Mother, Saint Joseph, Saint Jude and many others.  It 
must be said however, that as Catholics we do not worship statues.  They are not idols. 
 The purpose of a statue or other religious imagery is to recall the person whom the statue represents 
to spur us on to greater Christian piety.  Some statues of saints in our churches depict people who perhaps at 
one point were not morally good; not exactly paragons of virtue.  Take for example the two saints that we 
honor this coming Monday, June 29th--Saint Peter and Saint Paul.  Both these men did some terrible things 
in their lives.  However we as Catholics are not inside our churches with ropes and sledge hammers to de-
stroy their images.  The saints were holy but they had their sins and failings.  The fact that they were able to 
overcome them is proof positive of the working of the Lord’s grace in them.  
 I think we know something about Saints Peter and Paul.  Saint Peter was the first pope; he received 
that commission from the Lord himself.  Jesus said, “You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my 
Church.”  Yet Peter was cowardly, vacillating impetuous.  He committed the terrible act of denying Jesus 
three times.  Yet he became a great saint and the most important Church in Christendom is named after him! 
 Saint Paul, originally known as Saul, persecuted the early Church.  He assisted in the murdering of 
the first martyr Saint Stephen.  Through the grace of God, he had a radical turnaround.  As Paul, he became 
the greatest missionary the Church has ever known.  Both Peter and Paul gave their lives for Jesus Christ.  
Should we tear down their statues because they made mistakes and were imperfect men?  Of course not! 
 People who want to tear down and destroy statues and monuments are really denying history and 
reality.  It was once said that those who can’t learn from history are destined to repeat it.  As human beings 
all of us have our gaps and flaws.  As Catholic Christians however, we learn from Christ so that hopefully 
we don’t repeat our sins and errors again.  Saint Peter and Saint Paul pray for us and our country!   
 
        Sincerely in Christ,  
        Father Jerome 
 
          
 
  
  


