
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

SAINTS PRESERVE US! 
 As many of your are aware, in the last few weeks there has been terrible unrest across our 
land.  Protestors have targeted great figures of the past who had flaws and imperfections as all hu-
man beings do.  Their anger has been directed towards defacing and tearing down statues, including 
even one of a saint, a saint that we honor in this month of July-Father Juniper Serra (feast day July 
1st).  In the past few weeks, three statues of Father Serra were pulled down by protestors.  Now Fa-
ther Serra is a canonized saint of the Catholic Church.  He was elevated to sainthood by Pope Fran-
cis in 2015. 
 Who was Juniper Serra?  He was born on the Spanish island of Majorca in 1713.  He was on-
ly fifteen when he decided to become a priest.  Serra opted to become a Franciscan priest, a follower 
of Saint Francis.  After studying in Spain, he volunteered to go to the New World in 1749.  He land-
ed in Veracruz, Mexico and walked 250 miles to Mexico City.  Eventually he made his way up the 
California coast where he founded nine missions, some of which you can still see today. 
 Father Serra evangelized the Native Americans and taught them the faith.  He baptized over 
6,000 of the Native peoples.  Pope John Paul  II called Father Serra, “A true example of a self-less 
evangelizer.”  Would that more people in our nation today would be more self-less and less selfish 
and follow the ways of God. 
 Unfortunately, many of the current protestors and agitators have no need of God or the 
Church.  Tearing down a statue of a canonized saint obviously offends me as a Catholic and as an 
ordained priest.  Like many others, watching the TV news at night often destroys my peace of mind 
and I get angry.  But obviously, anger is not always a good reaction.   
 I was impressed to read a story in a Catholic journal recently about a woman by the name of 
Audrey Ortega.  After rioters pulled down the statue of Father Serra on July 4th,  Ms. Ortega, who 
is from Sacramento, California, decided to do something about it.  Hers was not a violent response 
but one of prayer!  Along with her son she visited the location.  The statue was nothing more than 
just a stump with an iron bar sticking up. 
 Along with some other faithful Catholics,  Ms. Ortega cleaned the graffiti from the base and 
constructed a makeshift shrine.  She set up a cross, a candle of Our Lady of Guadalupe and some 
holy water.  Everyone then prayed the rosary and the stations of the cross.  In her interview, she 
stated that she knew that Father Serra had been unfairly targeted by the protestors who obviously 
did not really know the life story of the great saint.  
 Ms. Ortega said, “I was just praying for peace, and praying for the safety of everybody in-
volved...I’m standing on firm ground as a Catholic.  I don’t want to live with anger or bitterness in 
my heart.  That’s what caused the statue to be torn down in the first place.”  I think her words are 
right on target. 
 Today in our society, many of us are just so angry when we should be more grateful to God 
for all the good that he has done for us.  I doubt that Saint Juniper Serra would care whether or not 
a statue was erected in his honor.  He is in heaven, enjoying an eternal reward.  But you see, we who 
are sinners need statues of the saints to remind us that “Holy Lives Matter” and can be an inspira-
tion and an example to us all.  Saint Juniper Serra please pray for us! 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 


