
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

CATHOLIC MARRIAGE IS DIFFERENT… 
 
 Just recently, I received a call from a young man who used to be an old parishioner of mine up in 
Westchester.  Tom told me that he was planning on getting married this year and that he needed to know 
what to do.  So I met with Tom and his fiancé, a very pretty girl by the name of Kathy. 
 During the interview, I discovered first of all that this couple planning to be married, sacramentally, 
had no real parish church and that they were living together (not uncommon these days for engaged couples 
sadly).  Tom and Kathy are both professionals in the financial field and are doing very well. 
 Tom said, “Father we would like to take you out for dinner,”  so we drove over to a local restaurant 
in his new Lexus.  On the way there, I said that after the marriage, both he and Kathy should raise a family.  
He said, “Oh Father, that’s not for me.  I would just like to have one child!”  Even his fiancé disagreed with 
that.  When I questioned him about why he just wanted one child, Tom Explained that his finances really 
would not allow more than one!  It seemed like the Lexus and his fancy clothes belied that assessment. 
 Frankly, I told Tom that his priorities were mixed up.  I tried to explain to this personable and hand-
some young man that Catholic marriage is different.  Today, many of our young people are steeped in the 
materialism of our society.  The spiritual/sacramental aspects of marriage may be lost on a couple who come 
to the Church often seeking “The Bella Figura” (The Big Show), as one old pastor of mine would put it. 
 In the short time that priests spend with engaged couples and in “Pre-Cana” classes, prospective 
brides and grooms are educated about the Church’s teaching on marriage.  What does the Church teach about 
marriage?  We speak about three “goods of marriage.” 
 The first is the good of children.  One of the questions that the bride and groom are asked before mar-
riage is, “Do you understand that one of the main purposes of marriage is to have children and to raise a 
family?”  Of course, they always say, “Yes, Father” to that question.  But in reality, like Tom and Kathy, 
they might put financial considerations higher than the most important duty of bringing new life into the 
world. 
    The Church tells us that married couples must be open to children.  Every sexual act should be open to 
the transmission of new life as that is what God intended.  That being said, Catholic couples should space 
children in a responsible way and for selfish reasons such as wanting more income or elaborate vacations.  
Natural family planning is endorsed by the Church and is recommended to engaged couples when they come 
to the rectory to speak to a priest. 
 The second good of marriage is faithfulness.  Married couples, as we all know, take vows.  A vow is a 
solemn pledge made before God.  In the marriage vows both husband and wife pledge to be faithful to each 
other in “good times and in bad, in sickness and in health until death.”  Quite an awesome thing!  While 
faithfulness is difficult in today’s world where there is so much infidelity, the Church holds up this standard 
of loyalty and adherence to one another in all the trials and stresses of life. 
 Finally the good of marriage is what we call the “Good of the sacrament.”  Christ elevated  
matrimony to the status of a sacrament.  The sacramental bond of marriage, once entered into, means that 
this bond couldn’t be dissolved by any human power.  Since marriage is a sacrament too, Christ confers upon 
both partners special graces to help in living out their commitment.  Many times, young people are not 
aware of the graces, the divine help that is there for them through the sacrament they have received. 
 Yes, Catholic marriage is different.  It is special and truly a vocation that should be lived out in  
holiness and fidelity! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
    


