
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

SAYING THE RIGHT WORDS… 
 
 I heard a story a priest told recently about a man who wanted his new car blessed.  He called the par-
ish rectory and asked if priests were still baptizing cars!  The priest said that at this point he was tempted to 
tell him that the parents and godparents would have to attend a preparation class first!  Of course, priests 
don’t “baptize” cars.  However, we can certainly bless your car or truck-no problem with that.   
 Over the years I have done many car blessings in Church parking lots.  A prayer of blessing is said 
and then holy water is sprinkled over the vehicle.  In light of this incident, I suppose today there is a good 
deal of confusion about some things that are done in the Church-thus the funny “mix-up” concerning the 
baptism of the car!  Of course, we all know that only human beings are baptized but even this has to be done 
in the correct way. 
 A few weeks ago there was an article in The Tablet, the Catholic newspaper for the Diocese of Brook-
lyn, that related the story of a young priest by the name of Father Matthew Hood.  Father Hood who is from 
Detroit, was watching a home video of his baptism as a baby.  The permanent Deacon who performed the 
ceremony said this: “We baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”  Of course, the 
correct formula should read: “I baptize you.”  Now this sounds like something really trivial but it’s not.  
That simple change of pronoun from singular to plural caused a major difficulty. 
 The sacrament of Baptism was not valid.  In fact, all the sacraments that Father Hood received, in-
cluding Holy Orders were invalid.  He then had to be rebaptized, reconfirmed, and then ordained over as a 
deacon and a priest!  Also, the sacraments that Father Hood performed in his diocese since 2017 were also 
invalid.  The deacon who said the wrong words at his baptism might have thought he was being more 
“relevant” by changing the words of the Baptismal rite.  But his bad judgement caused a lot of ripple effects 
and embarrassment. 
 Deacons, priests and bishops really have no right to change the words of the sacraments.  It’s just 
plain common sense.  However, as our professor in the seminary Msgr. Smith would often tell us: “Common 
sense is not so common anymore!”  Over the years, I have attended Masses where priests have changed the 
words of consecration.  One very nice old priest that confessed to one time made up his own “creative” abso-
lution but then concluded it with the words, “I absolve you.”  So it really was a valid confession despite all 
those additional words. 
 The Catechism of the Church tells us that every sacrament consists of two things, matter which is the 
element and the form which is commonly referred to as the words we use.  For  instance, in baptism “the 
matter” for the sacrament is water and we cannot use beer or coke to do it!  The form is: “I baptize you…”  
In the Holy Eucharist the matter is bread and wine and the form for this sacrament would be the words of 
consecration which the priest says over the host and chalice at each Mass. 
 No sacramental ritual should be altered or manipulated on the whim of a deacon or a priest trying to 
be “cool.”  Wrong words create difficulties and confusion-just ask poor Father Hood who had to receive eve-
rything over again!  The Church is the custodian of the sacraments.  We as the ministers of those sacraments 
should have the humility to submit to the wisdom and guidance of the Church instead or our own feelings.  
The right words really do matter! 
         
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
 
 
 


