
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

NO LABOR FOR LABOR DAY? 
 
 Happy Labor Day!  On this day, the first Monday of September, we celebrate the working 
man and woman.  Labor Day is also  a day that has come to symbolize the “unofficial” end of the 
summer, as a new school year begins.  Of course, this year with the current pandemic, there have 
been disruptions in the world that we knew.  
 For instance, many people on this Labor Day 2020 are without work and are on the unem-
ployment rolls.  Others have to work from home which may not really be the best scenario.  Owners 
of small businesses fear for the future if the  “lockdowns” continue indefinitely.  Above all, we pray 
for a return to normality so that people can return to work and the economy will rebound. 
 I remember a story I heard about Senator John F. Kennedy when he was running for president 
in 1960.  Kennedy was campaigning at a steel mill and a worker came up to him and said, “Senator, 
I understand that you never worked a day in your life.”  (Kennedy’s father was a millionaire).  The 
Senator replied, “That’s true.”  The man stuck out his hand and said, “Well, let me tell you some-
thing-you haven’t missed a thing!”  
 Well, we might joke about idling and not working for the rest of our lives, but the human 
spirit needs to be occupied with worthwhile labor.  While having a job is important so that one can 
make money to support a family, there is another side to work besides the economic.  When we do 
our jobs well, we contribute to the upbuilding of society and also can achieve true holiness of life.  
Work is a sacred duty and we might even call it a vocation although a lot of people would not see 
it that way these days. 
 From the very beginning of creation, man had to work.  In the Book of Genesis, God placed 
Adam in the Garden of Eden and ordered him to “Work and take care of it.”  In the gospel we read 
about the patron saint of workers, Saint Joseph.  Saint Joseph was the foster father of Jesus Christ 
and he was also a carpenter at Nazareth.  The Son of God was not ashamed to be known as a work-
ing man’s son. 
 The Catholic idea of our work is different than what society envisions.  Saint John Paul II 
wrote: “The importance of work in human life demands that it’s meaning be known and assimilated 
in order to help all people to come closer to God and to deepen their friendship with Christ in their 
lives.”  When we see our work and labor as a real “vocation” or calling, then our attitude changes-
we would want to do the best we can in whatever occupation we are involved with. 
 One episode of the TV show “The Simpsons” portrayed Homer Simpson telling his son, “Son, 
if you really want something in this life, you have to work for it… Now  be quiet, they’re about to 
announce the lottery numbers!”  Maybe there are a lot of Homer Simpsons out there who want the 
easy way out.  But I think especially this year, all of us need to step back and thank God for our 
jobs whatever they may be. 
 Let’s be grateful for the opportunity to work and for the grace to do our work well each and 
every day.  Pray also for those who are currently unemployed that they may find jobs soon.  
Through the intercession of Saint Joseph may all of us appreciate the gift of labor and do our work 
to the best of our ability so as to someday receive the rewards of everlasting life! 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 


