
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY PRAY FOR US… 
 Last week Bishop John O’Hara administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to fifty of our 
young people here at Saint Charles.  Of course, the confirmation was scheduled for May, but as we 
all well know, “things happened” as they say!  Bishop O’Hara gave an excellent talk to the boys 
and girls at the Mass.  He mentioned in his homily, that both he and I were once pastors of two par-
ishes that had a great rivalry in basketball on Staten Island-Saint Teresa’s and Sacred Heart.  I re-
plied by saying that now we are all on the same team-The Saint Charles Chargers! 
 Of course, as most of you are aware basketball is a “big deal” in most of the parishes here on 
the Island.  Whether you are a Spartan, a Falcon  or a Charger, there is a good deal of competition 
all around.  That’s ok if it doesn’t get too out of hand.  Having spent many hours at the Sacred 
Heart gymnasium watching the Spartans play basketball, I was sometimes called upon to say a 
prayer with the team before the game began.  As an added “insurance policy” the coach always had 
the kids say this after my prayer: “Our Lady of Victory-pray for us!”  Most of the times Our Lady 
answered the prayer! 
 Maybe you have heard of that title “Our Lady of Victory.”  There is a beautiful church down 
in lower Manhattan with that name.  I confess that I did not know the actual origin of this title of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary- so I did a little research on it.  Actually, the Feast of Our Lady of Victory 
goes back to the year 1571.   
 In that year, there was a great victory won by the Christian forces against the forces of Is-
lam at the Battle of Lepanto.  The Muslims threatened to invade Europe.  However, the Pope at that 
time, Saint Pius V,  asked all Catholics in Rome to say the rosary for victory in battle.  So the peo-
ple did just that!  They fervently prayed those beads and on October 7th, 1571 Christian forces won 
a decisive naval battle  at Lepanto which saved Christian Europe and Christian civilization. 
 Pope Pius V then instituted the Feast of Our Lady of Victory on October 7th.  Later on the 
feast was changed to Our Lady of the Rosary.  Today we still need to pray the rosary for victory-
not in a basketball game or naval battle but for our own soul and the soul of our country. 
 Today the country is deeply divided between the forces of God and religion versus those who 
are pagan materialists.  As Catholics we need to stand firm in our faith.  But we can only do that if 
we are grounded in our religion.  One way to “stay grounded” as a Catholic is to pray the rosary 
every single day.  The month of October that we are currently in is a month that is dedicated to the 
holy rosary.  We can obtain great victories through the rosary if we give some time to it each day. 
 The greatest victories we can win through Mary’s intercession are over the disorders in our 
own soul; sin, selfishness, pride, arrogance.  Then the soul of our nation;  we need to pray for an end 
to abortion, immorality, and the violence and division that threatens to destroy our beloved coun-
try. 
 Let’s take some time out to not just ‘say” the rosary, but to pray it.  It is a magnificent pray-
er that does not really take much time at all.  Every day here at Saint Charles the rosary is said 
publicly before the 8:30 Mass and the 12 Noon Mass.  In these troublesome times, let us involve the 
intercession of Our Lady so that we might be victorious in the battles and contests of this life. 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 


