
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

LETTING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINE THROUGH… 
 There is a story told about St. John Bosco (1815-1888).   John Bosco was what we might call 
a restless servant of God.  He had a zeal for souls, especially for young people.  In order to reach the 
youth, he used some rather “unpriestly” skills such as juggling, acrobatics and magic tricks.  John’s 
reputation grew among the young boys in Turin, Italy where he taught them, lived with them and 
helped them to experience happier and holier lives.   
 Unfortunately, some of his fellow priests thought he was crazy which led them to recom-
mend John Bosco to an insane asylum (nice guys!).  When the priests came for him one day with 
horse and carriage, John knew their intentions.  He politely waited as the two priests entered into 
the carriage.  When it was his turn to step up, he slammed the door and yelled to the carriage driver, 
“to the asylum-they’re expected!” 
 Well, I suppose every saint is a little “crazy” in relation to what the world considers sane.  
St. John Bosco started an order specifically geared towards youth - the Salesians.  He was ahead of 
his time because young people are really the future of our church.  Yet when we look at the pews 
each Sunday at Mass, it can be a little “disconcerting” as they say.  Certainly, there are  a lot of 
older folks out and that’s good.  However, there are few young people at Mass -even pre-Covid. 
 A lot of our young people don’t darken the door of the church after Confirmation which is 
why I always remind our confirmand that this sacrament is not “graduation” from the church.  Per-
haps our young people today need their own special role model in following Jesus Christ.  They can 
find one in a young man by the name of Carlo Acutis who was beatified on October 10th in the Ba-
silica of St. Francis at Assisi. 
 Carlo Acutis was an Italian teenager who had a very special love of God.  Even though his 
parents were not overly religious, he went to daily Mass, weekly confession, prayed the rosary, and 
spent time in Eucharistic adoration.  Not only did Carlo have a great love for God, he expressed 
that love in service to his neighbor.  With his own savings he bought sleeping bags for the homeless 
and in the evening he brought them hot drinks.  Carlo said it was better to have one less pair of 
shoes so that he might be able to help one more person. 
 In terms of an average teenager, all this does sound a little crazy doesn’t it?  Yet Carlo 
Acutis was a very normal kid.  For instance, he loved soccer, video games and was something of a 
“tech whiz”.  He designed a website himself that catalogued all  the Eucharistic miracles across the 
world.   Unfortunately, Carlo was diagnosed with leukemia as a teenager.  However, he offered up 
all his sufferings for the Pope and the church.  He died on October 12, 2006 at the age of 15 and is 
buried at Assisi. 
 Our Holy Father, Pope Francis offered Carlo as a great example for the youth of today who 
are often tempted by what he called “traps” of self-absorption, isolation and empty pleasure.  I 
think all of us know that growing up as a young person in our society today is harder than ever.  
That is why they need positive role models to follow especially in terms of religion and faith. 
 So many so called “heroes” of today have feet of clay.  Through the intercession of blessed 
Carlo Acutis may all our young people be filled with the light of Jesus Christ so that they might re-
ject the darkness of sin and sadness and truly be free! 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
       Father Jerome, Pastor 


