
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

SEMINARY, NOT CEMETERY! 
 
 A couple of years ago, Cardinal Edwin O’Brien who was the rector of Saint Joseph’ Seminary in Dun-
woodie when I was a student there told me a story that was funny.  He said he went to have his car serviced 
at a local dealership.  The car dealer asked him what he did as a priest.  Cardinal O’Brien explained that he 
was the rector of a seminary.  The man had never even heard of a seminary.  So he went on to explain that 
this was the school where future priests were trained.  “Father,” asked the guy quite naturally, “Do you do 
nuns there as well?”  The Cardinal said that is was just for priests! 
 I thought about that story recently when I had occasion to visit Saint Joseph’s Seminary for a meet-
ing of the Council of Priests.  Due to Covid 19, we have been meeting virtually for the past nine months.  This 
was an “in person” assembly and it was good to see each other even though we had to socially distance and 
sit apart. 
 After the meeting concluded, I was walking down the corridor and ran into three seminarians that I 
know-Robert Carolan, Steven Gonzalez and Matthew Breslin.  These three men were ordained “transitional 
deacons” this past week and are slated to become priests next May God willing!  They are three very fine 
young men, and as we chatted I expressed admiration for their tenacity in “staying the course” for the priest-
hood.  As you know, these are very challenging times for all of us, with Corona Virus, unrest in our country 
and scandals within our Church. 
 But as I talked to these three men I realized that to use a common expression, that they “had their 
heads on straight.”  All three knew that ministry in the decade of the 2020’s is not as easy as it once was.  
Despite that fact, they are very eager to serve as parish priests in the Archdiocese of New York starting next 
May. 
 If you ever attended the ordination ceremony for a priest, it is very uplifting and inspirational.  At 
one point, candidates for the priesthood prostrate themselves on the Cathedral floor.  This is a sign of humil-
ity and obedience to Christ and the Church.  Just as Jesus emptied himself so the new priests pledge to serve 
not themselves but the church and her people.  This is a great work and certainly it is not for the faintheart-
ed. 
 Seminarians though are well prepared and receive a great education at Saint Joseph’s for four years.  
They are trained in theology, scripture, Dogma Canon Law and other subjects.  There is also a new require-
ment of a “pastoral year” within a parish.  During this year, seminarians are sent  to a chosen parish with 
an experienced pastor where they receive “on the job” training! 
 After the completion of their studies, men are hopefully called by their bishop to receive ordination.  
The most important part of the “package” that makes for a successful priest.  However, it is not just studies 
and social ministry, it is prayer!  The three seminarians that I spoke with last week are all dedicated to 
prayer; in fact they were heading into chapel when I met them.  One of them, Robert, told me that he spends 
a daily “Holy Hour” in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  So I was very inspired. 
 Despite the fact that those studying for the priesthood these days are few, we might say that we have 
“quality over quantity.”  Pray for Robert, Steven and Matthew on their journey to the priesthood and con-
tinue to pray for vocations not to a cemetery but rather to the  living priesthood of Jesus Christ and his 
Church! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
         
  
 


