
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

2020-ONE STAR? 
 
 It’s amusing at times to read the messages on T-shirts that we see at Mass.  One read this way: “I’m 
not afraid of anything…I had nuns in Catholic school!”  A T-shirt that was a gift to me had a picture of a 
hearse with this message: “Go to church-don’t let the hearse take you there!” (there’s some truth in that 
one!).  A couple of weeks ago here at Saint Charles there was a T-shirt that a lady wore that made me stop 
and think though.  The shirt had five stars on it of which only one star was colored in.  The inscription read: 
“2020-very bad would not recommend!”  The stars of course depict how we rate products or services ren-
dered. 
 I wonder how we would rate the year 2020?  Maybe as that shirt said only one star or less!  2020 is 
the year of the pandemic as we are well aware.  It is a year when there has been untold stress and suffering 
for a lot of people.  As I write these words today, Catholic schools on Staten Island have just been ordered to 
shut down due to the an uptick in Covid cases here on Staten Island.   
 All of us have had to make alterations in the way we live our lives.  We’ve become used to wearing 
masks in public, cleansing our hands with sanitizer and having our temperatures checked.  Words such as 
“social distancing” and “lockdown” are now in our vocabulary!  “Dining out” now actually means that-
outside on the street.  Many social events such as weddings and baptisms have been cancelled or postponed.  
So maybe the year 2020 just deserves one star!  Most of us will be thankful to see it go. 
 One thing can be said for 2020 however, it is truly a year that we will never forget.  We have been 
tested by adversity and it has not been easy.  On the other hand, adversity can make us stronger.  The vener-
able Father Solanus Casey used to say this: “Do not pray for easy lives, pray to be stronger people.”  Come 
to think of it, that might be a good message for a T-shirt!  Certainly having stronger faith can strengthen us 
to face whatever challenges life presents us with. 
 This Thursday we celebrate the Feast of Thanksgiving.  It may be celebrated a little bit differently 
this year but people and families will still come together for a special day in which they give thanks.  The 
spirit of gratitude is fundamentally important in the lives of all of us as Catholic Christians.  We should be 
so very grateful for our lives, our families, our homes, and our freedoms.  Gratitude is the first sign of a 
thinking, rational person. 
 The problem with us is that we don’t think at times and have lost a sense of appreciation for the 
small things.  Just the other day coming down Penn Avenue on a bright sunny day, a lady pointed out to me 
how beautiful a certain tree was-vibrant with red colors brilliant across the blue sky.  If she hadn’t pointed 
it out, I would have missed it entirely! 
 The very word “Eucharist” is a Greek word that means “Thanksgiving.”  Above all things that we 
should be thankful for is our Catholic faith and the sacraments.  At Mass during the preface, the priest prays: 
“Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.”  We respond: “It is truly right to give Him thanks and praise!” 
 On Thanksgiving Day this Thursday, let’s resolve not to complain so much about 2020.  Let’s pray to 
the Lord for “2020 vision” to see clearly all the good gifts that the Lord has bestowed upon us.  As a poet 
once put it, “with legs to take me where I’d go, with eyes to see the sunset’s glow, with ears to hear what I 
would know, forgive me Lord, when I whine, I’m blessed indeed-the world is mine.”  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
  
 
          


