
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

IS THE POPE CATHOLIC? 
 
 The above title was the headline of a New York Post article on October 24th after Pope Francis seem-
ingly approved civil unions for gay couples in a newly released film.  Of course, his remarks precipitated an 
avalanche of comments on such a hot button topic.  Many people in the media trumpeted the Holy Father’s 
words as indicating that he supports homosexual marriage.  I don’t think that this is the case. 
 The teaching of the Catholic Church is very clear-marriage is between a man and a woman and this is 
God’s plan for having and raising children.  There is no change in the Church teaching that states that homo-
sexual activity is seriously sinful.  If the Pope did endorse civil unions for gays this would put him outside 
of what the Church has consistently taught. 
 Of course, this is rather confusing for many people like myself who try to preach not an opinion but 
what the Church actually says.  On the other hand, Pope Francis said some things about gay people that 
need to be considered: “Homosexual people are children of God...Nobody should be thrown out or made mis-
erable because of it…”  Perhaps the Pope as a pastor is trying here to exercise compassion for people who are 
same sex attracted. 
 As Catholics and as Christians, should we hate gays and persecute them?  Obviously not.  In this is-
sue as in any other moral questions regarding our faith, we look first to our greatest teacher who is Jesus 
Christ.  There is an expression that I think most of us are familiar with, “What would Jesus do?”  Let’s look 
at the gospel for an example; the story of the adulterous woman in the gospel of Saint John.   
 The penalty for such an infraction in the Jewish law was death by stoning.  The religious leaders 
hauled this woman right in front of Jesus and asked him to judge the case.  Some of those guys may have had 
rocks in their hands all ready to begin the process!  But what did Our Lord say?  In response he said, “Let he 
who is without sin be the first to cast a stone at her.”   
 One commentator has suggested that at this point many of those “religious people” dropped their 
stones as they recalled the sins of their own lives.  Jesus then asked her, “Where did they all go?”  Is there no 
one left to condemn you?  The woman said, “No one.”  And the Lord replied, “Neither do I condemn you-but 
go and sin no more.”  While exhibiting great compassion and concern for this woman, Jesus did not excuse 
her sin and told her to avoid it. 
 This is what the Church must do as well this very day-encourage people to live the right way and to 
avoid sin.  Perhaps you might have heard of a group called “courage.”  Courage is a spiritual support group 
for gay people that urges them to live up to certain goals: to live chastely according to the teaching of the 
Catholic Church; to develop a spiritual life centered on prayer and the sacraments; encouragement of chaste 
friendships and finally fellowship with others.    
 Over the years I have known people who have benefitted enormously from “courage” and lived very 
holy lives.  The church does not cast anyone out.  Pope Francis reminds us, “Speaking about homosexual 
people we recall that people should not be defined only by their sexual tendencies; above all else comes the 
individual person.  Let us not forget that God loves all his creatures and we are destined to receive his infi-
nite  love.” 
 How true!  We receive that love when we faithfully follow the teachings of Jesus Christ in His one, 
Holy Catholic Church! 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome 
 
  
  


