
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH….. 
 I heard a story about the Little Sisters of the Poor who used to run a home in Brooklyn for 
elderly men.  As the story goes, the old men had had no beer to drink for a long time, so they placed 
empty cans in front of the statue of St. Joseph to remind him of their need.  A priest visiting the 
home passed the statue with all the beer cans in front of it and asked the mother superior what all 
the cans were doing in front of the statue.  Sister told the priest that the old men were asking St. Jo-
seph for beer. 
 On the way back to the rectory riding the bus, the priest started laughing to himself about 
the old men and the beer.  The man sitting next to him said, “Why don’t you share the joke father?”  
The priest related the story and the man announced that he was actually the vice president of a beer 
company.  He told the priest that the men would no longer want for beer anymore.  Sure enough, the 
next week, a large delivery of beer was made to the home of the Little Sisters of the Poor with the 
stranger’s compliments!  St. Joseph does work miracles! 
 I must admit that I’ve never heard of St. Joseph being invoked for beer, however.  More readi-
ly these days, people pray to St. Joseph in order to sell their house.  A few years back, I was in a re-
ligious good store and saw a little “house selling kit” as advertised on the box.  Inside was a statue 
of St. Joseph which was to be buried upside down outside the house you wanted to sell!  How did 
this tradition start? 
 In any event, St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus should be given much better treatment.  
Thankfully, this great saint has been given that good treatment by our current Holy Father Pope 
Francis who is devoted to St. Joseph.  Not only did the Pope insert his name in all the Eucharistic 
prayers of the Mass, last week Pope Francis proclaimed the “Year of St. Joseph.” 
 With the document “Patris Corde” (The Heart of a Father), the Holy Father declared that the 
year running from December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021 would be dedicated especially to the early 
Father of Jesus.  The Pope writes, “Each of us can discover in St. Joseph  the man who goes unno-
ticed, a daily discreet and hidden presence - an intercessor, a support and guide in time of trouble.  
St. Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable 
role in the history of salvation.” 
 Pope Francis describes Joseph not only as a “working father” but a father who is also tender 
and loving, obedient, accepting and courageous.  We have no recorded words of St. Joseph in the bi-
ble, yet his great example of sacrifice and dedication to the Holy Family really speaks volumes. 
 This Friday, of course, we celebrate the feast of Christmas.   While we focus primarily on the 
Infant Savior, we might do well this year to think a little about St. Joseph.  We often forget about 
him.  Joseph watched over and protected Jesus and Mary.  He brought them to safety in Egypt when 
they fled from King Herod.  Joseph can watch over and assist us too in our troubles and this past 
year, we have certainly all had them! 
 We may not need beer or to sell our house, but all of us need the “Guardian of the Redeemer” 
to be our protector as well.  St. Teresa of Avila once said that she never asked St. Joseph for any-
thing without receiving it.  Let us all during this special year, “go to Joseph” to receive his fatherly 
assistance! 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Fr. Jerome 


