
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

HOLY FAMILIES ARE HAPPY FAMILIES…. 
 Recently, a comedian spoke about modern twenty first century families.  He said this:  “Mom picks 
up the kids at school.  Then she takes them to basketball games, little league and dance lessons; then she 
takes them for haircuts and then she takes them home.  For most mothers, the real delivery room is the inside 
of an SUV or station wagon!”  And seeing how much parents do for their children around the parish here, I 
think that his words ring true. 
 This weekend, the church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family.  The Holy Family was composed of 
three of the holiest individuals who ever lived on the face of the earth - Jesus, His Mother Mary and St. Jo-
seph.  Now granted, Mary and Joseph did not have to worry about bringing Jesus to basketball games all 
over Israel, but they had other worries to contend with. 
 Our Lord grew up in a poor household; he lived in Nazareth which was not a very fancy town.  In 
fact, when he was older, some people sneered at his origins and said, “Can anything good come out of Naza-
reth?”  Joseph, his father, was a very good man - he was a laborer - a carpenter.  Certainly, he did not make a 
lot of money.  So our Lord certainly did not have all the comforts that money could buy.  It must have been a 
very hard existence. 
 Yet, although the Holy Family did not have a lot of material things or a great deal of money, they 
had something more precious - they had faith and it was faith in God that guided them through the trials 
that they had to face in the course of their lives. 
 When we think of the saints and holy people, sometimes we just imagine plaster statues - not real 
people who struggled with the same cares and worries that we do in our times.  No, the saints were real men 
and women, who had their “ups and downs” during this human journey.  The Holy Family had their share of 
problems too! 
 Despite the problems, they had faith and instead of “copping out” as some parents do today in the 
face of difficulties - they stuck it out.  In talking to couples who are about to be married, I always emphasize 
the importance of sacrifice.  Someone once said to me, “Father, love is blind - but marriage that’s the eve-
opener.”   Maybe some truth in that.  Marital love must move and mature beyond the “honeymoon 
stage” and express itself in sacrifice for the other.  That is the “eye-opening part” I suppose! 
 Taking kids to games, shopping for a family, changing diapers, attending to sick children, cleaning 
the house and cooking are little things.  However, when it comes to love, little things mean a lot.  In a fami-
ly, charity and love for one another is very important. 
 Every modern family is also called to be a holy family.  Father Patrick Peyton, the “Rosary Priest” 
years ago had a great saying:  “The family that prays together stays together.”  The family that comes to 
Mass together and prays will be blessed by God in a special way.  And even though they might have prob-
lems, God will give them the grace and strength to overcome those things. 
 Today some families do not bother to attend Mass.  They are too busy, but time for God is important 
too.  A good priest friend of mine lost his mother recently at the age of 94.  At the funeral Mass, the priest 
said that in her sixty years in this particular parish she might have attended two meetings.  However, he 
said, there was one meeting that she absolutely never missed and that was the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass!  
More should follow that example. 
 On this Sunday dedicated to the Holy Family, let us pray in a special way for all our families that 
God might bless them with His grace, love and fatherly protection! 
 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
       Fr. Jerome  
 
  


