
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

YOUR CATHOLIC IQ… 
 
 As most of us are aware, Alex Trebek the beloved host of the TV show “Jeopardy” for over thirty 
years, recently passed away from pancreatic cancer.  Alex Trebek became a familiar face in homes all across 
America with his quiz show which tried the mental stamina of many contestants.  I have to admit that 
watching Jeopardy made me feel very humble intellectually speaking because a lot of the times I could not 
answer the questions! 
 One episode, Alex Trebek asked a Catholic contestant a religious question.  The question was, “What 
is the Immaculate Conception?”  (The feast we celebrate this Tuesday).  As it turned out, the contestant 
could not answer that question!  Maybe a lot of other Catholics would be in the same boat on that score!  
The Immaculate Conception, of course, refers to the fact that Mary was conceived without original sin. 
 Speaking about “Jeopardy” and knowledge, it seems that generally there is a great deal of ignorance 
about religion in our society.  A couple of years back, the New York Times ran an interesting article.  The ti-
tle of the article was: “On basic religion test, many do not pass.”  The article related the findings of the pew 
forum on religion and public life.  The statistics did not only refer to Catholics but other religions as well. 
 For instance, a whopping 53 percent of Protestants did not even know that Martin Luther had started 
their religion.  But we Catholics did not fare much better.  A shocking 45 percent of Catholics did not know 
that the Church teaches that the Holy Eucharist is the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ and not just a symbol.  
That is an incredible number when we consider that the Holy Eucharist is such a foundational belief of our 
Church.   
 Certainly, this ignorance about the Eucharist and the Catholic faith could explain the massive drop 
off in Mass attendance on Sundays.  If Catholics do not understand that it is Christ on the altar during the 
Mass, why bother to go?  It behooves all of us to know more about our Catholic faith. 
 I recall seeing an ad in the Catholic Digest one time.  The ad showed a little girl in her white first 
communion dress and a boy in his blue communion suit.  The caption on the picture said it all: “Do you 
know someone whose religion education stopped here?”  In other words in grammar school!  And for some of 
our young people that is sadly the case. 
 One pastor here on Staten Island told me that he  refers to Confirmation as the “Graduation Ceremo-
ny” from the Church.  What he meant is that for many of those kids the next time they would come to Church 
would be years later when they would make wedding arrangements-hopefully!  This truly is a sad state of 
affairs.  We are blessed with the gift of faith and we should appreciate it. A good way to come to understand 
more about our faith, of course, is to pray and to receive the sacraments.   But there is also something else 
that we could do and that is to buy a book.  The book is called the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  It can 
be purchased at any religious book store but also at Barnes and Noble or on Amazon.  The Catechism pre-
sents all the truths of our Catholic faith in four basic parts-the creed, the commandments (morality), the sac-
raments and prayer (spiritual life). 
 Reading the Catechism will help us to understand more about the treasure which is our Catholic 
faith.  Our Catholic IQ will be increased immeasurably, and we will begin to appreciate in a new and deeper 
Way the person of Jesus Christ in whom is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
 
        Sincerely in Christ, 
        Father Jerome  
  
         
          


